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The Chairman’s Message

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of

Cheshire Homes I want to say ‘Thank you' to our

Founder who has given all who have been

connected with the Homes the inspiration we all

needed to do what little we could to contribute

to the work he started 25 years ago.

What we can each individually do is, of course,

only a drop in the ocean. But collectively, the

work for the sick and disabled that Leonard

Cheshire has inspired has caused wide ripples

which have reached far distant shores.

May he continue to inspire many more people

of all ages for many years to come 1

Quay-“4L Aw!

 

Message from Sir Keith Joseph

Secretary of State for Social Services I hope that local groups will continue to be

Department Of Health and Social Security active, and to provide a caring environment for

Alexander Fleming House

Elephant and Castle, London SE7 6BY

8 October, 1973

those who are most in need. I look forward to

increased co-operation with my Department, and

to a future period of consolidation and of

I welcome this opportunity of congratulating experimental development in this most worthwhile

the Cheshire Foundation on 25 years of and challenging field.

imaginative pioneering and steady growth.

Through their ability to fill gaps and through their

willingness to co-operate with other organisations,

the Foundation have to some extent led the way )

and established themselves strongly in the

l

all-important field of residential care for severely

disabled people.

I should particularly like to congratulate those of M

you who are striving to ensure the continued

//

\

publication of this magazine, following

Mrs Chalmers' untimely death earlier this year.
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‘VIEVVPOINT

The Three ‘R’s’

It would be fair to ask if Reading, Riting and

Rithmetic still have their place. We sometimes

wonder as we see Supermarket purchases being

totalled by adding machines, computers getting

our fuel bills wrong as successfully as humans

used to do, reading condensed into strip cartoons.

and writing performed by tape recorders or telex

systems.

Yet if man is to remain master of his machines,

if words have any meaning, the manner of their

making is not important; their message is what

matters. 80 long as ideas and their communication

and understanding reign supreme they remain the

undisputed province of man. And they are the very

essence of journals like the Cheshire Smile.

One of the happier by—products of modern

technology which makes power—assistance

possible for steering or for space travel is the aid

that it makes possible for the basic essentials like

the three R's: a very potent help to the disabled.

One of the happier discoveries in disability is how

some faculties become sharpened, and with these

aids there are now few residents in Cheshire

Homes who cannot practise reading, writing, and

for those inclined to figures the third 'R' too.

Some of this activity is reflected in these pages.

Their production is a process peculiarly suited to

the physically disabled, and one that is happily

possible. So the search is on for an editor of

independent mind who will apply these talents,

reflect this world, bring life to a page that used to

sparkle. Comments and suggestions please to the

acting editors 'RR' at Greenacres.

Cheshire Smile has survived, precariously,

through its last three issues with its own 3R’s:

Rosalind, followed by Robin and Roland as

caretaker editors. Seeming to fill a need, it has its

own needs too, particularly for a resident editor

and specifically an editor who is a Resident. Only

then can it truly sustain its ’By the people, for the

people' tradition, retain its compassion, stimulate

forward thinking, point its finger of scorn at

institutionalism, and remain a forum for

entertaining and informed comment—a practical

embodiment of the Singapore declaration. All of

these things if they are to be authoritative must

spring from a deep knowledge of day to day life

and its problems in the Cheshire Homes. Without

that there is a real danger that the Smile however

well intentioned will reflect life as seen through

outside-eyes, and possibly a topsy-turvy Alice in

Wonderland picture:

‘Reeling and writhing, of course, to begin with,’

the Mock Turtle replied, ‘and the different branches

of Arithmetic - Ambition, Distraction, Uglification

and Derision'.

‘R.R.’

The acting editors, we would like to make it

quite clear, are not residents at 'Greenacres',

(although they might so be called, considering the

time they spend there), but they came to the

rescue when it appeared that The Smile was in

danger of demise, and they are anxious to do all

they can to keep The Smile smiling until a new

Editor is forthcoming. There must be many

residents who are capable, ably suited and

qualified to undertake this task.

So much that is good and constructive has been

written over the past years, and so much has been

accomplished resulting in, the emancipation from

institutionalism, the general improvement in

standards of care, and the involvement and

participation of residents in the running of the

Homes, not forgetting the very vital work of

keeping Homes in touch with each other, that

The Smile must flourish.

While we by no means claim to possess the

qualities and qualifications of past editors, we

would suggest that the person for the Editorial

Chair should possess at least a reasonably good

balance of the following qualities :—

1. Sympathy with the Foundation's aims for all

residents.

2. An understanding of residents' particular

problems, aspirations and frustrations, coupled

with compassion.

3. Unbounded optimism.

4. A flair for projecting all the above, and

him/herself in an entertaining way.

5. A wide background of reading and literature.

6. Some journalistic or publishing experience

and finally

7. A willingness to work hard.

We appreciate that to ask of this in an

honorary capacity is asking a lot, the job offers its

own reward, but consideration would be given to

offering a nominal honorarium for the work.

Applications should be addressed to the

Acting Editors 'R.R.' at The Cheshire Smile Office,

‘Greenacres Cheshire Home', 39 Vesey Road,

Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire.  



 

 

25th Anniversary

by Leonard Cheshire, V. C.

The human memory plays many different tricks

and, speaking for myself at least, I find it difficult

to go back into the past and give a balanced and

objective account of what really happened.

This is especially so with the beginning and

development of the Foundation. Isolated incidents

stand out very clearly, so do individuals — and an

ever increasing number of them. In fact it is

probably individuals that I remember most of all

and can picture most clearly.

If I were asked what I look upon as the most

important element or feature of the way the

Foundation came into being and subsequently

developed, I think l would answer, its spontaneity.

Never for one moment did I picture myself as

having anything to do with the care of a disabled

person, let alone a bed—ridden and more or less

helpless one. Even when this did happen I never

pictured it as more than a temporary incidence.

When life looked difficult and one wondered how it

was going to be possible to carry on, the fact

that I had not chosen the course myself but had

been confronted with it in such a way that no

reasonable person could have rejected it gave me

strength and a sense of security. If God had laid it

out as a path to be followed, then He would give

the help and the signposts that were needed, even

if only at the last minute and in unexpected ways.

We have so far never planned our growth, never

tried to decide where the next Home ought to be

opened or to which country we should go, but

have always waited for some door to open and

then to the best of our ability seized the opportunity.

There may well be arguments in favour of changing

this policy for a more planned approach, but

I personally will need a lot of persuasion that this

is in fact the better course. Every human being has

his own personal hopes and ambitions, the

projects that he would like to achieve and the

work that he wants to fulfil. We have to apply our

whole mind and our whole heart to whatever it is

we are undertaking if we are to be successful,

but nonetheless everything has its due time and

season. To attempt something out of season,

however important it may seem to us or however

badly we want it, is almost inevitably to fail, or in

any event, to find oneself out of step. To be able

to hold oneself ready, even sometimes over a

period of years, and to be mobilized so as to throw

one’s full resources into action when the right

moment suddenly strikes, is in my opinion the

essence of success.

Taking this one stage further I believe that the

Foundation has a role to play greater than itself.

Greater that is to say than merely providing Homes

and facilities of one kind and another for the

4

disabled in different parts of the world. To provide

such facilities must, of course, be our primary

function. Not only must we grow and expand as

opportunity presents itself and as need demands,

we must also constantly re-examine ourselves to

be certain that we are keeping pace with the

times, that we are forward thinking and giving a

lead in the field of disability in the same way as

we did, without realising it, 25 years ago. This is

more difficult now because the world has changed

in its outlook and there are now many specialists

and many organisations, both private and

governmental, working in the field. But none-

theless we must try to see that we are up in the

vanguard and that we are willing to co—operate

with others and to learn from their experience.

However, the field of disability is only one tiny

fragment of the struggle to create a better world,

and now that we are growing out of childhood

into adolescene we should be ready, if so called,

to make our contribution to the greater issues of

establishing peace and understanding amongst the

nations. It is not only in the world of politics that

this is achieved.

Whatever success we may have had over these

past 25 years — though, of course, it has by no

means all been success — is due to the participation

and involvement of so many people, one can

literally say from every conceivable walk of life.

Under the pressure of the present and of the ever

growing need for the future one is sometimes in

danger of forgetting the debt that is owed to those

who, a long time ago when conditions were very

different from what they are now, dug the

foundations on which it has been possible to build.

For me personally this Silver Jubilee is an occasion

when I remember very specially all those with whom

it has been my privilege and happiness to work—

residents, staff, committee members and so many

others— and, in so far as I am able, acknowledge

with deep gratitude the debt that I owe to

each and everyone.

 

EDITING IS FUN?

by Valerie Robinson

Would you have said so? As with so many

other aspects of life, this is largely a question of

attitudes. Of course your personality counts — it

sets the seal on the finished product, in this case

the Cheshire Smile.

There are so many possibilities in this situation

it is absolutely fascinating. One might say that

every bit of flair one has in the literary direction

may be made use of — your Muse will certainly

work overtime on this job!



Of course, being an editor is much more than

just ‘doing surgery' on material submitted; the

essentially forward-looking policy of the Cheshire

Foundation is implemented in its columns, and the

endeavour is to cover every aspect of disabled

living.

"We are challenging society to take account of

us, to listen to what we have to say, to

acknowledge us as an integral part of society

itself. We do not want ourselves, or anyone else,

treated as second-class citizens and put away

out of sight and mind/i"

It has always been editorial policy to stimulate

a lively interchange of views in reader’s letters and

articles, and in this way it is hoped to promote new

ideas to help the disabled to learn to live with their

particular disabilities while — very important —

making the best use of their own particular

abilities, thereby immeasurably improving the

quality and significance of their lives.

Practical problems inevitably present themselves;

readership of the Smile is so diverse it is not

possible to aim very narrowly at a particular type

of reader. So the Smile must be attractive to look

at, easy to read, its feature articles must have

substance, it must contain news, views and

pictures of our many Homes, both in the U.K. and

overseas, and be as up—to-the-minute as a

quarterly magazine will allow. There is a budget to

adhere to, and in these days of expensive and

restricted newsprint and generally increasing costs

of production this is not easy.

Advertising space is always difficult to sell, and

the circulation figures of the magazine have to be

maintained, not to mention the general standard

and style !

But the challenge is a fascinating one —there is

always some new innovation to be considered,

ideas for possible campaigns to increase

advertising and circulation, new ways of

presentation, etc., and finally, the greatest

satisfaction of all, when the latest 'baby' is

delivered pristine from the press, in its shiny new

cover—this is vocational satisfaction indeed,

though of course we soon realise there is room for

improvement, but never mind, there is always the

next issue . . . .

Editing is fun l

 

*From A Critical Condition by Paul Hunt, p. 757 in

Stigma : The Experience of Disability.

Travelling Fellowships Offered——

Aids for the Handicapped and

Intensive Care

The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust income

is £188,000 which provides 100 Travelling

fellowships and the supporting administration.

The Trust was formed in 1965 to give those who

might never otherwise have the chance, to travel

abroad and widen their knowledge not only in

their own field of activity but also of other people's

lives and work in different parts of the world.

There are no age limits for the awards nor are

academic or professional qualifications needed.

Candidates must be citizens of the U.K. and must

be able to convince the selectors of the worth of

their project and that they have the ability and

initiative to make full use of the Fellowship both

while they are abroad and when they come back.

The average grant of £1,500 covers all Fellowship

expenses and the approximate length is 3 months.

Two of the 1974 subjects of special interest are

‘Design of Aids and Facilities for the Handicapped'

and 'lntensive Care in Hospitals'.

 

The Things I Love

I love the beautiful things;

The sweet-scented flowers; the trees

And the birds that sing — the cliffs and the sea,

These are the things that appeal to me.

A lovely sunset, with colours rare;

A little child as it kneels in prayer.

But, best of all, I love a friend

To take me by the hand, to share

With me my problems and joys

And really understand that

At the end of a long day

When my thoughts don't always seem right,

I love to have her hold me close and

Whisper a fond ’Goodnight'.

Oh what a comfort to have a friend

Who is both kind and true —‘

| only hope I'll be worthy of her

Until my life is through.

Dora Howe/ls, Mote House.  



 

 

 
  

25th Anniversary Service

Westminster Abbey

50th September, 1975

"A moment of Remembrance, Thanksgiving

and Dedication."

Those were the words spoken by the founder,

Group Captain Cheshire, in his sermon in the awe

inspiring setting of Westminster Abbey.

This unforgettable service, attended by a vast

congregation, which included Trustees, friends and

many residents, marked the 25th Anniversary of the

Cheshire Foundation Homes.

With the plea for each one of us to look

forward, and involve ourselves in the struggle for

peace on earth, and a lessening of the gap

between the rich and the poor, we left the

sanctity of the Abbey, to the sound of the bells of

the Abbey Church ringing out their message

of hope.

Nan White

From the Group Captain ’5 Sermon:

”There is no person in the world who has not

something to contribute . . .

”What are our motives .7

Are we doing our best?

Are we really providing the kind of service

that is needed .7”

”/f in life you want to achieve anything you

have got to mean it with your whole heart

and soul. "

 



 



Loyal Message to Her Majesty the Queen

We, the residents of the Cheshire Homes thoughout the world, humbly

send our love and duty to your Majesty and request your gracious

permission to insert a photograph of your Majesty with a message, on the

front of The Golden Book which we are compiling during this year as

a tribute to Group Captain Leonard Cheshire, V.C. on the 25th

Anniversary of the founding of the Cheshire Homes.

The Golden Book will contain photographs and messages from many

of the Leaders of the Communities in which Cheshire Homes have

been established.

For all Cheshire Home Residents,

Robert William Hughes,

12th April, 1973. Cotswold Cheshire Home.

 
Frank Spath, the Group Captain and Bob Hughes.

At the Annual Conference a ‘Golden Book’ in

two volumes, compiled by Bob Hughes of the

Cotswold Home, was presented to the Group

Captain by Frank Spath as a token of warmest

regards and affection from all the residents of

the Homes. 



From Her Majesty the Queen

 

Please convey to all residents

of the Cheshire Homes

throughout the world the warm

thanks of The Queen for their

kind and loyal message of greetings,

which Her Majesty received with

pleasure. Her Majesty sends her

best Wishes to all concerned with

the Cheshire Homes on the

occasion of the 2 5th Anniversary

of the founding of the Homes.

April 1973  



The Stranger and the Ghost

by Johnnie Lagan

A lady afflicted with M/S came to Carnsalloch

for a holiday. After a fortnight she left. It was

mid-June 1973. I heard her spoken to as Fay,

and I didn't inquire her full name in any of our

brief time-of—the-day passings — I was always too

preoccupied in her presence with a sort of

bewilder-wonderment and demanding impulse

gasp: ’Oh, you're not real .7 —are you! ?

Yet not only in her presence was I mystified,

but all the time she remained in the house;

and even yet now that she has gone — or has she?

The woman, Fay, a complete stranger appeared

to me, on first sight, as an apparition — not an

apparition, but a real live embodiment of the

Pink Lady!

The Pink Lady is the ghost of Carnsalloch.

Oh don't cringe she isn't an ’orribIe old ogress,

but truly the ghostess with the mostest ~ I'm sure

she will forgive this modern frivolous phraseology,

so out of tone with the reverential language I

usually accord her.

Now she isn't the ghost of all Carnsalloch!

I'll explain. Within its North wing, the present

building (18th century) incorporates the original

house (17th century) and it is only in the older

dwelling the Pink Lady 'Iives'.

Only here the rustle of crinoline; the dainty

footfalls; the delicate movement of air as she

passes to and fro; the silence and sound merging

mysteriously in a way that one is aware of both at

the same time — like a hush, a shush.

Yet all this ceased; nothing of it was heard while

the stranger Fay abided here. In ten years'

residence this was the first time I’d sensed that

somehow the Lady had vanished. l was uneasy.

But how and in what way, you might ask, did

Fay appear ’a real live embodiment of the

Pink Lady' 7 I'll tell you.

Not only does the Lady manifest herself in the

usual ghostly way: I know and see her 'Iiving’

likeness every day — her portrait hangs in the

hallway. It was the startling resemblance of Fay to

the picture that so astonished me — the golden

hair; deep blue eyes; the sweet pale—rose and

cream complexion and disarming smile. The

picture and the stranger matched ! Reincarnation?

I was puzzled. The Lady had vanished —the

stranger was here. I wondered.

The portrait shows the Lady in a gauzy pink

dress, with a green cape of similar material

wafting back from her shoulders, and in her

cupped hands violets lie at random. The back-

ground is a faint misty woodland of silver blrches,
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and the whole picture has an eerie diaphanous

appearance; and that, not the effect of colours

fading with age, but rather that some ghostly hand

had composed it that way. Nobody knows whence

came the portrait. It’s a mystery.

Carnsalloch was requisitioned by the RAF

during the last war, and after, converted into flats;

then acquired as a Cheshire Home opening in

June 1961.

The portrait has survived these changes, and

more; like the heraldic stone re-discovered during

reconditioning work for the Home,

The stone bearing the date 1650, and the

initials of Robert Maxwell and Agnes Irving, his

wife, owners of Carnsalloch at that time, was

taken from the gable of the old house when it was

being embraced by the greatly enlarged mansion,

placed in the cellar and there it has remained until

the aforementioned re-discovery.

After 200 years in obscurity it is now on view

to all, being set into a wall in the main corridor.

Fay the stranger has gone — and you know what?

Yes! The Pink Lady is in residence again. I know

she's here! I know you are with me again dear

gracious Lady — welcome home!

I doubt any other Cheshire Home having a

ghost— one with its portrait in the hallway! I

 

Changes in Invalidity Allowances

Promised

Following an amendment in The Social Security

Bill which the Government accepted in the House

of Lords report stage, victory in the battle for an

allowance for all disabled people could be in

sight, and a report is to be published in October

next year.

Lord Aberdare, speaking for the Government as

Minister of State at the Department of Health and

Social Security said, ’This will be a wide ranging

review, concerned essentially with what we are

doing already, at how far that measures up to the

need which can be identified and what further

provisions could be, and ought to be, made.’

Lord Aberdare said that the review would cover

the needs of disabled housewives and children,

as well as working adults and the elderly.

PLANT A TREE IN '73—

PLANT SOME MORE IN '74! I !
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Clothes Sense

’l haven't anything to wear’ — an empty phrase to

most people but a real cry from the heart where

disabled people are concerned. Clothes are so

important to everyday living, yet clothes for the

disabled is a sadly neglected field.

The Disabled Living Foundation have recently

published a book Clothes Sense by P. Macartney

(M.A.O.T. £1 50), which ‘has been prepared

primarily to help handicapped people in the

community and those who shop and care for

their clothes'.

The first section of the book deals with ordinary

figure problems — giving advice about which

styles, fabrics, colours, patterns and accessories

will emphasis a good point or disguise a fault—

e.g. a flared skirt will balance too wide shoulders—

all good commonsense and helpful but a little dull.

The rest of the book is infinitely more readable.

l found it interesting, exciting and became

completely absorbed. It is full of practical advice

and useful hints for disabled people and those

who care for them.

There are sections on how to adapt 'ordinary'

clothes for handicapped wear, alterations, the

subtle use of zip fasteners, e.g. full length

open-ended zips can be inserted into the side

seams to make the garment open flat — velcro, e.g.

open one or both underarm and sleeve seams to

aid dressing, use velcro closure; suspenders —

expanding cuff-links and strategically placed loops

of tape, eg. on the waistbands of skirts and

trousers to help pull them up.

A lot of useful information has been compiled on

dressing techniques with many valuable tips for

people who can only use one hand, dressing aids

and how to use them (who would have thought of

using a rubber-tipped walking stick to push down

stockings and knickers .7) These simple aids can

decrease danger of falling, eg. if a loop is stitched

to the back of a slipper it can be hooked with a

dressing stick which stops you treading the heel

down and tripping. It deals with more intimate

problems of how to get into a bra, corset and

surgical belt. There are some excellent notes on

the sort of fabric and style to use when coping

with excessive perspiration and incontinence,

e.g. drop-front pants which have a drop-front

panel fastened with velcro and which can be

lowered to enable the pads to be changed without

the garment being removed.

There is a large section devoted to special

clothes which are on the market, giving the

manufacturer and where to buy them.

The whole book is illustrated with easy to follow

explanatory line drawings by Mrs Naylor. As a

bonus, there are names and addresses of places

where special paper patterns can be obtained,

repairs and alterations undertaken, dressing aids

bought, hired or borrowed, and some useful

reference books.

I think this is a most important book, and

though £1 -50 is probably beyond the pocket of

individuals, I feel strongly that it should be in the

Libraries of hospitals, residential homes for the

disabled and aged, day centres, welfare clinics

and the local Health and Social Service

Departments. I would also recommend it to

District Nurses.

The Disabled Living Foundation have a fashion

show for disabled people which can be hired by

any interested society or group of disabled people.

No fee — just their expenses.

Write to the Disabled Living Foundation,

346 Kensington High Street, London W14 8N8.

Hilary J. Pole

Megan du Boisson

Memorial Prize Competition

All residents of Cheshire Homes in the UK. will

be aware of the tremendous debt of gratitude

owed to Megan du Boisson for the work she

accomplished in founding the Disablement Income

Group which has achieved so much in such a

comparatively short time.

The annual Memorial Prize Competition offers a

wide scope to entrants who are invited to write on

one or more of the following headings :—

Social and psychological aspects of disability

Problems of socio-medical assessment, Etc.

The prize will be to the value of £100 to which

may be added a further sum to include publication

of the essay in The Guardian.

Further details can be obtained by sending a

s.a.e. to

The General Secretary,

D.l.G. Charitable Trust,

Queens House,

180-182A Tottenham Court Road,

LONDON W1P OBD.

The closing date for entries is 30th November,

1973.

We shall look forward to seeing the name of a

Cheshire Home Resident as this year's winner!

a. Health

[7. Housing

0. Social Services

0’. Social Security

e. Employment

d. Education

f. Mobility

g.

h.

11  



WORDS-—

JUST WORDS

by Kathleen Gil/am, Mick/9y Hall

Wcrcls have always fascinated me, and as l have

grown older, and read more widely, this

fascination has grown and developed.

I think the first evidence of my liking and feeling

for words was when l was about five years old,

and | asked my mother why she was in such a

'pensive' mood, but what gave me the urge to

find out more and more descriptive words was

when during the course of what must have been

one of my first lessons on English we were begged

by our teacher, if at all possible, never to use the

word 'nice' as an adjective, for, she said, 'Suppose

you were a foreigner and you were told that a

certain pudding was nice because it had a lovely

chocolate sauce poured all over it. Then later you

might be told that Mrs Brown was a nice person,

and you would justifiably wonder if she too had

chocolate sauce poured all over her.’

Some words have become so widely used that

their original meaning has been forgotten, for

instance, ’terribly' glad, ’awfully' sorry, ’dreadfully'

slow. Is your gladness, then, full of terror, your

sorrow full of awe and your slowness full of

dread? When there are so many lovely descriptive

words which could be substituted.

An unusual word is ’united', for reverse the

middle letters and a word of directly opposite

meaning is revealed — ‘untied’.

l was wondering what the worst word in the

English language could be, and I came to the

conclusion that it surely must be ’devil', for—

From Devil —take away D and it becomes

Evil —take away E and add it to the end

Vile —take away V and it becomes

l| —take away I and it is just

L.

If that is the worst word, to me, the saddest ones

are 'too late' — what pictures they conjure up!

But to look on the brighter side, what lovely

words there are, and how infrequently they are

used — ’tintinabulation’, and 'translucent' —

I think their very sound when spoken aloud

gives their meaning. (I knew a small girl who

called two of her favourite dolls, Magnesia and

Delicious: 'Because.’ she said, ”they sound so

lovely 1')

Again, to a foreigner, the word 'wash’

(particularly when used as a prefix) must present

a great stumbling block, for when l was in North

Devon some little time ago, I heard a small boy

being told to go and wash his hands off (not just
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to wash his hands), yet in Sheffield the same

small boy would probably have said, 'I am just

going to wash myself"; (in the vernacular it might

be, ‘Ah'm just going to wash missen'). However,

in any part of the country I think it would have

probably been, ‘Wash your hands and face, and

don't fcrget your neck and behind your ears!’

During the pre washing-machine era, wash-day

was a horrid thought in the minds of most

housewives, in which the 'wash'us' (or wash

house) and wash tub, took pride of place, while

eoually irksome was the washing-up which

followed — and, of course, still does after each

meal.

The business of washing is performed immediately

after birth, and immediately after death (the first

and last rites).

Again, there is 'washout’ which can either refer

to a steam locomotive boiler, or to a person who is

not much good either to himself or anyone else.

Then one could 'wash down' the car, or

'wash-through’ a few small articles of clothing.

We must not, of course, forget the ’Wash' where

King John reputedly lost his treasure.

Thus, therefore, we have ~

Wash off

self

face

day

tub

up

Out

down

through, and

where the jewels were lost.

We must not forget, however, the above

mentioned small boy who, on being told to wash

his hands, might have said, ‘But they aren't dirty,

and only dirty people wash' (or do they ?).

 

Light Hearted Humour

Cheshire Homes are some of the happiest places

on earth, one rarely enters the door but one hears

laughter somewhere. There is so much fun in the

Homes, so many things go wrong, but so often

they are laughed at and turned into jokes, that we

feel it should not be a difficult task to fill at least

one page of The Smile with such humour in each

issue. We therefore offer a prize of £1 '00 for the

story considered to be ’the pick of the page’

for each issue. Stories should be authentic, and

should have happened in a Cheshire Home.

Names can be changed to avoid embarrassment

and in the cause of anonymity. We look forward to

receiving the first batch very soon.



CHRISTMAS IN

SOUTH AFRICA

by Tom Gal'r

Last Christmas, I was lucky enough to have the

holiday of a life-time, when l was able to visit

my youngest brother, Bob, in South Africa.

l flew out from Heathrow on a ’Jumbo-Jet' of

South African Airways on 15th December, and

returned on 14th January, so had a straight

28 days in Africa.

Bob lives in the Transvaal, more or less between

Johannesburg and Pretoria, and because that is not

the most beautiful spot in the world, he had

arranged for us to spend the first week in a

holiday resort in the Eastern Transvaal, about

250 miles from his home, and in the middle of the

Drakensburg Mountains. The camp, consisting of

about a hundred fully—equipped chalets, a couple

of restaurants", shop, entertainments hall and,

full-sized outdoor swimming pool, overlooked the

most awe-inspiring, gigantic sight I have ever seen

in my life, the Blyde River Canyon, second in size

only to America's Grand Canyon. It drops a sheer

3,000 feet and is towered over by the most

fantastically shaped rock formations, including

three which look like enormous African mud huts

with their pointed straw tops, so much so that they

take their names from them and are called the

Three Rondavelsl Although the camp was so well

equipped, we only used it as a base, touring the

area and seeing beauty around almost every

corner. Here we saw what I think of as the 'real

Africa', dirt roads, thick forests, natives living not a

lot differently to the way their grandparents used to

live, exotic flowers and shrubs, dried-up river

beds — the lot!

Wherever we went, there were boys by the

wayside, offering to guide us to the local

beauty—spots for a few coppers to help to pay for

their schooling, for, although education is free for

white children, the blacks must pay for everything,

including books, despite the fact that their parents

are, at best, very poorly paid.

We spent our second last full day there by — or

in —the swimming pool, and it was there that l was

to fall victim of the sun for the only time during

the holiday; but I was in good company, for the

rest of the family all got sun-burnt, too, even

though they have been in South Africa for four

years. Gosh, it was hot! I think one of my

memories of the holiday will be of that day, with

the temperature well over 100 degrees, sitting

watching everyone both in and out of the pool

wearing as brief a swimming outfit as decency

permitted — and listening to the loudspeaker

system belting out Bing Crosby singing 'l’m

Dreaming of a White Christmas'!

We returned to Bob’s home on Christmas Eve

and spent the holiday quietly, just a little family

party, and it seemed strange to eat our traditional

Christmas dinner with the temperature at about

85 degrees in the shade! Even in the height of

their summer, it gets dark by about 7.30, and

most towns, big and small, seem to celebrate

Christmas by trying to outdo Blackpool with its

lights; we spent Christmas Night touring four or

five towns of various sizes to 'see the lights’, and

finished up in Benoni wandering around the

streets, with thousands of others, looking at the

shop windows, at about midnight, still only

wearing a very thin pair of slacks and open—

necked shirt. This, incidentally, was the most I

wore during the whole month l was there.

It was mid—summer, of course, which, apart from

being their hottest season, should also have been

their rainy period, but they were suffering from

their worst drought in living memory, which was a

bit rough on the South Africans, but all very nice

for those on holiday!

I did not see anything in the way of natural

wild-life, other than a few monkeys, but we visited

a few nature-reserves, which is the next best thing,

as well as Pretoria 200, so we saw most of the

country's animals, if not exactly wild, at least in

their natural settings.

Outside Pretoria Zoo, there were 20 or 30

Bantu women and girls sitting on the pavement

making all kinds of souvenirs with small, coloured

beads and their work was really beautiful. I bought

a few little black dolls and coloured table-mats,

but I decided against anything bigger, because of

packing and weight problems for the flight home!

Several things struck me very forcibly; the way

black women and girls carried bundles or parcels

on their heads without using their hands at all,

yet seeming to turn their heads all ways quite

normally, yet, according to a Bantu who works

with Bob, boys and men simply cannot do this;

the way the Bantu women carry their babies on

their backs, wrapped with blankets, almost from

birth it would seem; the fact that very few black

women seem to wear slacks or shorts though a few

of the youngsters seem to be trying to start the

fashion. There seemed to be more animosity

between the Afrikaans and the English-speaking

whites, than between the English-speaking and

the Blacks; although they are classed as

’second-class citizens', many of the biggest and

more expensive cars seem to belong to Indians;

the percentage of British—made cars is quite small;

German Volkswagen and Japanese Toyota being

the most popular. All these facts were noticeable

throughout the holiday!

continued on next page
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Christmas in South Africa—continued

Of course, on a holiday of this nature, a disabled

bloke must run into all kinds of funny or

embarrassing situations, and my most unusual one

was on the Saturday morning before I came home,

when we went to a town some 20 miles away,

called Springs, partly because it is a good

shopping-centre, and partly because I had not

seen it. I was sitting in my chair just outside a

big store, talking to Bob whilst waiting for Audrey

to come out of the store, when a tall, well-dressed

lady came brushing past, said a few words in

Afrikaans, slipped something into my hand, and

without stopping, disappeared into the crowd.

When I looked at what she had given me, I found

it to be a ten Rand note, roughly five pounds in

English money! ! l I said this was my most

unusual experience, but maybe I should not have

used that word, for a similar thing happened to me

10 or 11 years before, whilst I was sitting at the

door of a hotel in Rome, only on that occasion it

was a little old lady with her 'widow's mite’l

if this goes on, I will be getting known as an

international beggarl ! 1

Another thing I found interesting in Africa were

the 'Drive—ln’ cinemas, open-air sites where

hundreds of people in cars can see the films on

huge out-door screens, with little loud—speaker

attachments for every car. These have a lot of

advantages over the traditional cinema in that sort

of climate, the fact that you are in the open—air

all the time, and the fact that people can get their

children ready for bed before they go, bundle them

into the car, and the kids can go to sleep whenever

they like and they can be lifted straight into bed

when they get home.

I have said it was the holiday of a life-time,

but I have barely touched on the thing which to

me was really the most important and gave most

self-satisfaction, the fact that l was able to prove

to myself and to other people that a chair-borne

Spastic is quite capable of making the 13,000

miles round-trip to South Africa, and so, I think,

pretty well anywhere in the world, unaccompanied !

For myself, I had no doubts whatsoever, but

several people did, and l am pleased I was able to

strike a big blow for the independence of the

disabled 1

I must, however, pay a big tribute to two

organisations who played an important part in

enabling me to make this trip, ‘The Friends of the

Springbok Association', through whom I booked,

and South African Airways, whose stewards and

air-hostesses could not have behaved more kindly

or helpfully had l been a king l

One last thought. If anyone is wondering how a

resident in a Cheshire Home can afford to fly to

South Africa for a holiday, let me assure them

I cannot—I had my fare paid for me, but that

is another story. . . .

Tom Gair of Matfen Hall
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A CRITICAL LOOK AT

CHESHIRE HOMES

by Louis Battye, of White Windows

Extracts reproduced from 'The Guardian’,

28th September, 7973.

From that first act of compassion in 1948

Cheshire Homes grew, unplanned in a typically

English fashion, to their present position. The

trouble, / think, is that at a fairly early stage their

overall pattern became fixed, and that pattern

repeated itself without sufficient variation or

experiment. Twenty years ago the homes

represented a brilliant pioneering venture, a new

concept for the disabled. But they have been

overtaken by events. The lessons they taught were

learned more quickly than was anticipated. Local

authority homes of the Cheshire type are being

opened all over the country, most of them specially

designed and built, some of them better than all

but the best of their models and all with infinitely

more money to be spent on them. The avant garde

has become the old hat.

As far as there is such a thing as an average

Cheshire Home —for they vary quite widely — it is

likely to be in an old or oldish house, with or

without structural extensions. There will be ramps

to give access to the grounds. If upper floors are

used by residents a lift large enough to take

wheelchairs will have been installed. Rooms and

corridors may have plenty of space for wheelchairs,

but some are cramped. Floors may have a

dangerously high polish. Some homes have single

bedrooms for those who want them; all too often

though, residents will have to share bedrooms with

two or three others; some may even have to sleep

in dormitories containing as many as six beds.

Very few homes provide double rooms for married

couples.

In a minority of homes there is in charge a man

called a warden or superintendent (the

nomenclature is disturbing); most have a matron.

ln personality these matrons can range from the

angelic to the gorgonian, and in ability from the

silkly efficient to the totally incompetent.

At national level the general policies of the

foundation are decided by a committee of trustees,

a body with a markedly established flavour, on

which Group Captain Cheshire sits as a kind of

extraordinary member. Below this is a system of

local autonomy, each home being run by an

amateur committee representative of the local

community.

This sounds fine in theory and has certain

obvious advantages. In practice, however, ‘local

community' tends to be interpreted as meaning a

section of the local business and professional

community, with the result that the effective



 
Mr Louis Bettye of White Windows Cheshire Home,

Sawerby Bridge.

management of many homes is largely in the grip

of small self—perpetuating middle-class circles.

Although there is plenty of generous interest and

goodwill from the community as a whole (and

most of the money to run the homes comes

ultimately from rates and taxes) there is little

genuinely democratic control. And these

management committees, being responsible for

such matters as budgeting, admissions (and

occasionally expulsions), certain rules and

regulations, and the hiring and firing of senior

staff, possess an almost frightening degree of

arbitary power.

The people at the receiving end of all this, the

residents themselves, come in a remarkable variety

of human types, ranging from bright teenagers

facing an early death from pseudohypertrophic

muscular dystrophy to the senile and incontinent.

Although mainly of working or lower middle class

origin, they represent virtually the whole spectrum

of character and mental ability, most of them having

little in common beyond the fact that all are in

some way physically underprivileged. Some are

happy to live where they do; others are not.

Predictably it is the younger, the more intelligent,

and more independent—minded who are least

content with their environment. Upon these the

intense psychological, moral, and social pressures

Involved in living permanently and at very close

quarters with a variety of people not of their own

choosing bear the hardest.

The clock-regulated routine of institutional life,

though a source of security and comfort for some,

is for others a source of acute irritation and

depression. To the livelier characters the prospect

of spending many years, perhaps a lifetime, in such

an atmOSphere, however kind and comfortable it

may be, is quite unacceptable, and all too likely to

result in deterioration of personality, even in

neurosis and anti-social behaviour. Genial official

invitations to ’look on this as your own home’ will

arouse little enthusiasm, only wry smiles. To

remind them that they are lucky not to be in a

geriatric ward or imprisoned in a grim back-street

room, while true enough, isn't particularly

helpful either.

These frustrated residents are neither ungrateful

nor trouble-makers. But they simply cannot be

expected to enjoy having almost every aspect of

their daily lives regulated for them in what, no

matter how idealistic the intention, is in reality a

kind of ghetto for the disabled. Their basic needs

as active-minded and potentially useful citizens

are not being catered for. They should have the

right to choose, within the limits of their

disabilities, the kind of life they want to live.

The fact that practical alternatives to

institutional care for the handicapped now exist is

surely well enough known. Specially designed flats

equipped with modern electronic aids such as

POSSUM, and with assistance that can be

summoned when needed, are being built in this

country, enabling severely disabled people, both

single and married, to achieve a degree of

independence and self-respect that is virtually

impossible to find in even the most liberal and

progressive 'homes.’ Abroad the Dutch village for

the disabled, Het Dorp, is world famous; in

Sweden the Fokus Housing Scheme— perhaps the

best alternative so far — intends to provide

integrated flats in every major town. Other

solutions will doubtless be offered, but the future

seems to lie in this direction.

I offer my heartiest congratulations to the

Cheshire Foundation and in particular to that

astonishing, devoted, unpredictable, and utterly

charming man who began it all. But I beg him and

his colleagues seriously to consider the proposition

that although residential homes are undoubtedly

one solution to the problems of some classes of

the disabled they are by no means the final

solution to the problems of all, and that in order to

go successfully into the next 25 years the

Foundation would do well to engage in a radical

rethinking of its traditional policies. It might indeed

be said that phase one of its great work to better

the lot of the disabled, at least in this country, has

now been completed. If phase two should prove

as big an advance as its predecessor it will earn

even more gratitude from even more people.
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Drama ‘gets through’ to the

handicapped

by Jo Lyford

(Reproduced from Social Services)

Sesame involves the sick and handicapped in

drama through active participation, and has

successfully pioneered techniques based on drama

and movement for 'getting through' to severely

handicapped people, and for helping those with

handicaps to realise their best potential. Since

1964 Sesame has been training those working with

the mentally sick or handicapped, or physically

handicapped, in co-operation with local authorities

and hospitals, and these workshops take place all

over Great Britain. Sesame also runs two training

courses each year at its headquarters in London.

In September of this year a Sesame one year

part-time course will be starting at a college of

further education, and next year a one year

full-time course is planned at another college for

further education, this time in Central London.

These courses will be the first of their kind in the

country, and will include a study in depth of the

psychology of handicap, teaching methods and

personal relationships and students will undertake

working practice in, for instance, hospitals and

schools.

Sesame undertakes controlled research in

hospitals, and films of two such projects are

available for hire.

A Sesame group, the Kats, tours hospitals,

schools, clubs for the geriatric, etc., using drama

techniques devised by the group to awaken

interest and encourage involvement and the

audience to actively take part and become an

extension of the group. Another Sesame group,

The Travellers, is in its infancy and when it

matures will tour similar establishments using the

same Sesame techniques with the addition of glove

and finger puppets and the patients will be

encouraged to manipulate these themselves.

The Forest Gate Dance/Drama Group is another

team which fulfils various functions for Sesame.

These groups all work voluntarily, travelling all

over the country, and their work in arousing the

attention and involvement of the handicapped is

being received with growing enthusiasm. A film of

the Kate at work is available for hire.

Sesame is a voluntary organisation, recognised

by the Department of Health and Social Security,

and its object is the promotion of its techniques

through training those working with the

handicapped, and by scientifically controlled
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research, to enable the handicapped to realise their

full potential and enjoy the benefits and pleasures

that this will bring.

Further details from Sesame, George Bell House,

Bishop’s Hall, 8 Ayres Street, London SE7 7 ES.

Tel: 07 -407 2759.

Ambulances

Has your Management Committee had a good

look at the safety devices, anchorages and escape

facilities in your mini-bus or ambulance, following

the recent communication from Foundation

Headquarters. The Vehicle Inspecting Officer of

the Department of the Environment has been found

extremely helpful and co—operative in some cases,

and his advice when given should be acted upon.

The following report on the new fleet of

ambulances for the Social Services Department of

Lewisham might well be extremely helpful as a

guide. Further research is being carried out by the

Road Research Laboratory.

The London Borough of Lewisham has

introduced a fleet of nine specially-designed

ambulances for the elderly and handicapped for

use by its social services department.

The ambulances' coach—style bodies are coloured

off-white and Lambeth blue. There are eight seats

and room for five wheelchair passengers. Easy

access is available at the side, while electric

hydraulic lifts have been provided at the back of

the vehicles. Handrails and safety straps have been

suitably placed, along with special quick action

clamps for wheelchairs, while an attendant travels

in every ambulance.

The fleet was produced by the joint co-operation

of the manufacturers, the Dove Group of

Companies, and the authority's public services

and social services committees.

T.P. (Social Services)

Expenditure of the Social Services

Some of the statistics revealed in the recently

published annual report of the Department of

Health and Social Security are particularly

interesting as they reflect the degree of concern for

the physically handicapped. While between the

end of 1970 and March 1972 there were

126 homes for old people opened by Local

Authorities in England and Wales, those for the

younger physically handicapped numbered only 3.

In the Building Programme for 1972/73 out of a

total expenditure of £44% million, £827,000 is set

aside for Homes for the physically handicapped.

Cheshire Homes cost the Government nothing

to build or equip!



CLETTERS

TO THE

EDITOR;

From Ada Williams, Colwyn Bay

Several thoughts occurredzto me after reading

the Spring issue of Cheshire Smile.

James A. Loring's article showed great

perception to my mind. One of his suggestions

regarding staff training and the evolution of a career

structure seems a very worthwhile idea. Young

staff, at the moment, have no aim or objective in

looking after disabled people rarely other than as a

quite well-paid job — especially in country districts

where most Homes are situated. They therefore

have no continuing interest in handicapped people.

Would it not be possible to initiate a 2 year

course with set examinations and certificates to win

qualifying the holder as fit to care for the

disabled? On a national level this could count,

with the necessary S.R.N. level in due course, as

an added qualification in becoming Staff Nurses

and Matrons of Cheshire Homes.

Mr Loring is so right about the danger of

depersonalisation in residential homes. From the

disabled person's point of view we are in prison;

that is to say, we are confined not only by our

handicaps but by a system necessarily organised

for staff convenience.

If those concerned about our welfare could

imagine what it would feel like to be kept in

prison for an indefinite period perhaps that would

give them some idea of our feelings and a clue on

how to relieve the situation.

But, on the whole, Cheshire Homes are very

comfortable 'prisons' and we are very grateful for

the good care and attention we receive.

Other views are invited—Ed.

From Mrs M. C. Cochran, Sutton Co/dfield

Gluten-free Diet for M.S. ?

At the beginning of June I heard a talk on

'You and Yours' (Radio 4, 12 noon) given by

Mr McDougalI of 32 Willow Road, London N.W.,

who had been severely paralysed with Multiple

Sclerosis. He explained how he had gradually

recovered the use of his limbs after following a

gluten-free diet for several years, and which he

continues to do, and has the disease under control.

I don't know if this treatment is widely known,

but perhaps some of your readers might be

interested.

From Miss Eileen R. Ba/lance, Headington, Oxford

Letter to Miss Kathleen M. Clarke

Dear Miss Clarke,

l have read your poem on the 'Handicapped

Child' in the Cheshire Smile (Spring 1973) and

felt it was so very good, in what it said and how it

was put, that I felt I must write and say 'thank you'.

You say something that so needs to be said, and

I'm always glad when the comings and goings to

the moon are challenged in the right way.

I have a friend who had a wee, happy child like

the one you write of— she died at 6 years old.

I believe your poem may help her. It has helped me.

I am an elderly arthritic and have just had one

week in the John Masefield Cheshire Home where

everyone was so very kind.

G.C's Sermon at Westminster Abbey

on 30th September

Cassettes of the G.C.'s sermon on the occasion

of the 25th Anniversary are available price 50p

each (including postage). Orders, together with a

remittance to cover cost should be sent to the

Secretary, 7 Market Mews, London W17 8HP

as soon as possible.
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Youth in Action!

by Penny Lane

(Reproduced from 'Haslemere Herald')

They are the hands of people who cannot turn

the pages of a book, or write a letter. They are the

feet of those who cannot stand to reach a shelf,

or drive a car. They are the volunteers who come

when they can, unpaid, to help at Le Court, Liss,

Hampshire’s Cheshire Home for the disabled.

Volunteers come from all kinds of backgrounds,

and almost every age group. Many are students

who work in their vacations and at weekends.

Some live-in with the trained staff, receiving board

and lodging and £3 a week pocket money. Others

are soldiers from Bordon, or married men, or just

people who have a little free time, and want to

meet other interesting people.

Le Court residents share in the running of the

home and live quite independent lives. Each of the

53 disabled men and women has his or her own

interests, and this is why the home is always full

of life. Perhaps this is what young volunteers find

so attractive. No-one, least of all the residents,

wants an invasion of ’do gooders' to take pity on

them, when there is nothing to pity. Helping at

Le Court brings two-way rewards. The residents

enjoy the company outsiders bring, and value their

useful work. And the volunteers enjoy the variety

of tasks they can do, and the chance to make

lasting friendships.

Juliet Rawlins (19) of Headley Mill is now

working full-time at the home. She is thinking of

doing either social work, or nursery teaching as a

career, and wants to sample both. She is the

exception rather than the rule; most of the

volunteers just pop in when they can, as a break

1 from their studies or home or jobs.

l Friendly

Juliet heard about Le Court through her mother,

who met a resident at a party. When she applied

i for a job at Le Court she was taken on for a month,

g and now thinks she will stay longer. She found

the residents were friendly and helpful and soon

i put her at ease.

:1 ’At first, I was horrified,’ she said. ’You're

; plunged in the deep end and it was all left to the

residents to tell you what to do.’
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Like most new volunteers, she had a job finding

out which people needed what help, but patiently,

the residents put her right. ‘l'm quite a shy person,

and at first I stuck to the ones who would talk to

me. Now I want to get to know them all. I love

having long talks and doing interesting things

with the people I meet," she said.

Unpaid volunteers are not expected to take on

the work of the permanent trained staff, but

22-year-old Rita Haenen and her friend Marlies

Luycks (23) came over from Holland to do just

that. They are both qualified nurses, and came to

Le Court last year to take a job and learn the

language. They returned again this year, and were

joined by Rita’s friend Chretien Straetmans, an

economics student who speaks beautiful English

with an American accent.

Honeymoon

The two girls find that Le Court is quite a change

from hospital nursing. Though they attend to

dressings and other medical needs, there is far less

nurse-patient division. If they ask a resident to the

theatre or on an outing it is not from a sense of

duty. When Charlie Levenson, confined to his

wheelchair, married Jean Wilkinson in April, they

both spent their honeymoon in Holland, staying

with Rita.

But most volunteer help comes from close at

hand. On Wednesday evenings a group of young

men from the Petersfield area calling themselves

Independence Unlimited come along to make

gadgets and solve practical problems, to make

life at Le Court a little easier. Most of them are

married now, but have been coming to the home

since they were teenagers.

Soldiers from Bordon Army Camp come along

regularly, too. They are invaluable for the help they

give transporting people and equipment, and

drivers of all ages are always welcome.

Pupils from local schools, college students,

young workers come in their numbers, and the

variety of ways they can help are endless. The fact

that so many return week after week, year after

year is proof in itself that helping people can

be fun.

A sunny day at Le Court, and young volunteers from

different nations chat with disabled residents.
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T.V. R EVIEW:
 

Panorama,

B.B.C. 14th May, 1973

by Paul Hunt

(Abstracted from ‘CCD Bulletin' No. 10)

What should have been a crushing indictment

of a government which ta/ks about community

care, but in practice is building over 100 new

institutions in which to incarcerate the disabled,

turned instead into a vaguely critical telly-

journalistic exercise. The short film of Sweden's

imaginative Fokus housing and care scheme did

not make it clear that it caters for the kind of

people who are institutionalised over here. Nor was

it mentioned that in so many respects Sweden is

streets ahead of this country in its services for the

severely disabled — notably in the extensive help

with personal care that the state provides for

people living in their own homes.
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ON THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED

30 SEPTEMBER, 1972

We are pleased to report that in the year under

review there was an increase of 190 residents,

making a total of 1740 in 55 Cheshire Homes in

this country. There are 1676 severely disabled

people who are permanent residents, and it is their

home for as long as they wish to stay. The

remaining 64 are people who stay for a

comparatively short time at our Hostels for the

after care of ex-psychiatric patients. During the

year the Cheshire Homes overseas have also

increased their capacity by 108 places, 2 new

Homes opened making a total of 56, being

financed and managed locally.

This achievement has not been the result of this

year's activity alone but a culmination of several

years work and planning by our local voluntary

Management Committees. Building work was

completed at eight Homes in different parts of the

country, and in particular at Douglas House,

Brixham, which was bequeathed to the Foundation

four years ago. The Torbay and East Devon

Committee had to raise £75,000 for an extension

before they could open it as a Home for 26

residents. The Management Committee at

Tunbridge Wells also completed their plans and

the Secretary of State, Sir Keith Joseph, officially

opened their extension and Day Care Centre in

September 1972. In the North of the country a new

Home, Murray House, was opened for County

Durham, much encouragement and help having

been given by the County Council. Harts Leap at

Sandhurst, the first Cheshire Home for physically

handicapped children was opened for children

who would otherwise have to live in hospitals.

Five new Homes are expected to be opened in the

next six months, and Steering Committees

continue in six other areas to establish Homes to

meet the special needs of disabled people who

cannot be accommodated in existing residential

Homes.

It is with a deep sense of gratitude that we turn

to the accounts. Here is shown, as far as figures

can show, the result of the work of our many

friends for the past year. It is a truly magnificent

result. For the first time in the history of the

Foundation the total amount raised from voluntary

sources — subscriptions, donations, legacies and

fund raising events has exceeded £1 million. This

figure can only have been reached by the most

generous giving, of time, of effort, no less than
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that of money on the part of all concerned. Here

we must mention the members of our Management

Committees, voluntary workers, the staff both in

the Homes and at Headquarters and last but by no

means least many of the disabled residents in

the Homes.

Inevitably in these days of inflation the cost of

maintainting our residents has risen substantially

but with some increase in the amounts

contributed by Local Authorities and other sources,

the deficit has been kept down to just under

£300,000, which has, of course, been more than

covered by the amount received from voluntary

sources. The balance remaining is spread over our

Homes, many of whom have plans for improve-

ments or extensions to buildings. The need for

reserves will be appreciated having in view that

even a moderate sized extension can cost upwards

of £50,000, while to establish and equip a modern

purpose Cheshire Home will cost well over

£100,000. While some assistance is received from

the Government towards maintenance of the

Homes the whole of the capital cost of setting up

the Home has to be provided by the Foundation.

The trend noted in the last report for funds to

flow into the Homes rather than into the Central

Adminstration has continued. Fortunately we are

still able to provide for the cost of Central

Administration, including publicity which remains

at under 2% without calling on the Homes for any

contribution, and the total cost of the

Administration in the Homes in relation to their

income is 5 '4%. Support was also given to the

Overseas work to the extent of £15,000.

The great majority of funds at Headquarters is,

however, devoted to assisting Homes in the U.K.

and commitments amounting to over £160,000

have been entered into on their behalf.

The Secretary of State for Social Services, the

Rt, Hon. Sir Keith Joseph kindly accepted our

invitation to address the Annual Conference of

Cheshire Homes in May 1972. The theme for the

Conference was The Next Ten Years, and

Sir Keith Joseph outlined the plans being made by

statutory authorities to meet the needs of the

disabled in the future. Sir Keith confirmed that

there would remain scope for the initiative of

voluntary organisations to fill the gaps in the

i



welfare services, for the gaps which our Founder

had successfully sought to fill in 1948 in founding

Homes for the physically disabled could be

paralleled by many other gaps which still exist

in the Social Services.

At our request, Mrs Marjorie Clark, a Foundation

Trustee, continued her survey of all Cheshire

Homes in Britain to get an overall picture of the

facilities and standard in the Homes, which vary

considerably through the country. Mrs Clark's

Report of her survey was completed in 1972 and it

should prove a valuable catalyst for the

improvements and new thinking that will be

required to keep pace with the changing needs of

the disabled people in our community.

During the year Miss Cherry Morris, a founder

member of the Foundation, retired as a Trustee.

Her vast experience in Social work has been of

inestimable value to Cheshire Homes over twenty

years, and we take this opportunity of expressing

our deep indebtedness to her. Mr N. R. Trahair,

formerly Chairman of Cann House Management

Committee, Mr R. E. Elliott, Deputy Chairman of a

Bank, and Air Chief Marshal Sir Christopher

Foxley-Norris, G.C.B., D.S.0., O.B.E., were

appointed Foundation Trustees during the year

under review.

Our Founder Group Capt. Cheshire, had a

strenuous year with routine work as well as

covering many engagements to speak and open

Fetes in Britain. His travels overseas to further his

work for the relief of suffering included visits to

Spain, Sweden, Portugal and Canada, where he

opened the first Cheshire Home in the North

American continent, at Toronto. To assist his work

overseas he has the help of the Rev Kevin Doheny

in Africa, and Mr Ronald Travers who visited the

USA. and Iran in answer to invitations to hear

something of the work of Cheshire Homes. This

later resulted in Her Majesty The Shahbanou of Iran

visiting the London Cheshire Home at Dulwich

when on a state visit to Britain in June 1972.

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1973

The chief topic of the Cheshire Foundation

Annual Conference which was held in London

on 29th September, was 'The Responsibility of

the Trustees'. All those attending were invited to

express their views fearlessly as to what steps

were considered advisable to enable the Trustees

to carry out their duties more satisfactorily.

A full report will appear in the Winter Edition

of The Smile.

Responsibilities of

The Trustees

(being extracts from a Report which was

considered at the Annual Conferences)

1. The Trustees of the Cheshire Foundation are

responsible for the Well being of nearly 2,000

residents and close on 2,000 staff living and

working in 60 Homes. in purely material terms the

Trustees are custodians of land and buildings

worth upwards of £2,000,000 and are responsible

for the collection and expenditure by the Homes

of over £1,500,000 per annum.

2. Responsibility necessarily involves undertaking

and discharging duties.

3. These duties include ensuring to the limit of

the Trustees ability:

(i) That members of the Management

Committees are the best that can reasonably

be found and that Committees obey each

Home’s constitution and the directions issued

from time to time by the Trustees.

(ii) That every Cheshire Home is suitably

situated and contains suitable accom-

modation, furnishings and equipment, and

complies with all reasonable requirements of

the Fire Officer.

(iii) That every resident receives a satisfactory

standard of care and help towards as much

independence and as useful a life as he or

she is capable of achieving.

(iv) That the conditions under which the staff

work and the accommodation in which they

live are satisfactory.

(v) That there are satisfactory and clearly

understood procedures laid down for fire

and accidents.

(vi) That money collected by or given to Homes,

and that given to the Central Trust, is spent

to the best possible advantage.

(vii) That there are clearly understood procedures

laid down for complaints by residents

and staff.
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St. Matthew 25.40

by Miss M. Thomson

For the past eight years Miss Bothamley and l

have been working in Vellores, one of India's best

known hospitals. in January of this year we went

across to Katapadi to the Railway Station where

we found a man, a naked skeleton, barely

breathing. We wondered what we could do for him,

he hadn't long to live and it seemed rather terrible

to think that he should die where he was. We knew

that the hospital would not accept him and we

really wondered what on earth we could do with

him. Cheshire Home was the only thing that came

to mind so we went and found Mrs George and

explained the situation to her. (It was by this time

9 pm.) She said that normally only patients with

Hansens Disease were taken at the Home— but in

view of his condition they would take him. The

jeep driver was not available so some of the men
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from the Home harnessed the bullock cart and

came to Katapadi and picked the old man up.

He died in the early hours of the morning.

At 7 am. one of the men from the home came to

tell us of his death.

Before he died he had told them his name and

village and one of the men cycled there, about

14 miles away to see if he could hunt out any

relations to tell them of David’s death. No one

claimed any knowledge of the old man so the men

spent the rest of the day arranging a coffin and a

plot and police permission to bury him.

Miss Bothamley and l arranged for one of the

hospital chaplains to bury him. That Chaplain came

back with tears in his eyes and said that he had

never seen anyone treat a body with such loving

care as those men from Cheshire Home had.

He thanked us for giving him the opportunity of

sharing such a wonderful event.

Miss Bothamley and i knew full well what he

meant for we had witnessed those men lift David

into the bullock cart. They first carefully dressed

him in clean clothes they had brought with them

and then so lovingly and so gently lifted him‘

They talked to him and suggested he have some

milk and a bun, they decided that they had enough

money to buy what was needed and they worked

out that they would feed him with a baby’s bottle.

I have never seen such loving care given to a

stranger. it was a privilege to be involved with the

men of Cheshire Home in such an act.

Green Shield Stamps Appeal

for Spofforth Ambulance

For the past three years we have been running

a ’100' Club to enable us to pay for petrol and

repairs, and so keep our ambulance on the road,

but now quite naturally as the vehicle ‘ages' the

repairs (plus the increase in the price of petrol)

makes this small profit quite inadequate, so that it

has now become necessary to abandon the

‘100' Club in favour of — what?

We are wondering whether it will be possible

for us to collect enough Green Shield Stamps to

enable us to maintain and run the ambulance.

We are therefore appealing to our friends and

relations: "Please, please save as many stamps as

you can possibly get hold of". We are feeling like

’Shylock' who wanted his pound of flesh except

that we have nothing owing — but we feel just

as mercenary l

Wyn Reader



Singapore Cheshire Home’s Night

of Redifl'usion Top Stars

The Rediffusion Hokkien Group gave a

presentation in aid of the Singapore Home under

the patronage of the First Lady, Mrs B. H. Sheares.

Proceeds estimated at 10,000 dollars from ticket

sales and programmes for the first night's show

were donated to the Home. The show was very

well attended and success was due to the great

effort of all the members concerned.

The famous Rediffusion Broadcasting Star, Tay Guan is

seen here sending off a resident of the Singapore

Cheshire Home to bed after the Christmas Party.
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Madam Anna Tan (left) enjoys a "getting to know you’

session with one of the residents.
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Of Interest to Hams

The first Cheshire Home in North America now

has an amateur radio station. One of the residents,

Lear Warner, is licenced as VE3CDA.

DX-hunting on 20 metres is the favourite

pastime, and any other operators are asked to

respond so that we could exchange views with

our counterparts overseas.

The equipment here is a Heathkit HW101

5-band ZOO-Watt transceiver. There are dipole

antennae only for 20- and 75-metre phOne.

We would like those interested in a sked

between 14-100 MHz. and 14-350 MHz (phone).

Lear Warner, 11 Lowther Avenue,

Toronto M53105, Ontario, Canada.

Activities at Katpadi

Cheshire Home, S. India

Started a decade ago by Group Captain Cheshire

as a second Home in India, Katpadi represents a

paradise to leprosy patients, while also serving as

a rehabilitation Centre. At present we are fifty-five

in all — both men and women, each working

according to his capacity, as warden, clerk,

mess manager, teachers and so on. I, personally,

am working in the Printing Press and accept the

fact that had I not been here in this Cheshire Home

my life would have been very miserable.

Our Poultry Farm is expanding with 50 to 100

White Leghorn hens, and our Piggery has a pair

of white pigs that are about to increase their

family! Both poultry farm and piggery are housed

in a tiled building constructed in the back yard of

our Home at a cost of more than Rs. 1,000/-.

Cottage industry has also improved with the

addition of mat-looms. There is always a high

demand for our mats from the local people.

Greater production is expected in future.

We make furniture and toys in our carpentry

section —the warden himself is a skilled carpenter.

The weaving section is extended in a newly-built

thatched shed at the Farm, and this has given a

lot more space. People from far and wide come to

have proper training in stockinette and mat-weaving

from us. A few of our residents have gone out

well trained in arts like tailoring, carpentry

and the like.

In these hard days our Secretary has somehow to

meet the rising cost of commodities. But I would

say she is bold and fearless and keeps us cheerful,

and we feel infinitely humble in the presence of

a great spirit.

by A. Ka/yanasundaram
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News Letter from Le Court

Well, our luck had to break sometime. We had a

blind faith that the weather would always hold

during the Fete. This year, in the middle of the

display by the young gymnasts of Fox's Gymnastic

Club, the rain fairly tipped down. As the lift had

been out of action at intervals for a day or two,

in spite of the attention of service engineers,

the hall and corridors were packed with throngs of

vew wet people. Also, alas, the parachute drop

had to be abandoned.

However, despite these vicissitudes the Féte

made more than ever before, grossing about

£3,100. All the stalls seemed to have sold out by

the time of the deluge, and certainly the crowds

seemed greater than in previous years.

The Fete was opened by Kenneth Haigh, and we

were pleased that Group Captain Cheshire

managed to come as well. There is always a

pleasantly informal, good-humoured atmosphere

at the Fete, which adds to the occasion.

It would be impossible to name the organisations,

let alone the individuals, who helped to make the

Féte such a success. We can only say a general,

but none-the-less genuine, 'thank you'.

On Saturday, 14th July, Neville Thomas and

Winnie Storey were married at Greatham Village

Church. The reception was held afterwards in the

Staff Social Club. There have been a number of

weddings at Le Court before, but none was quite

like this. Not only were the bride, bridegroom and

best man in wheel chairs, but 15 other people in

wheel chairs were at the Church, and the rest of

the congregation was almost entirely made up

of staff and helpers.

Neville has been here for 21 years and until he

met Winnie he made sure that his reputation as a

gay batchelor never flagged. Winnie is a widow

with two grown-up sons and four grandchildren.

Since she arrived at Le Court she has definitely

become a merry widow.

Nev. and Winnie have made Le Court history

by being the first couple to be married here and to

continue to live here. Roger Collins and Joy Earney

are not far behind, since they will be married on

August 4th. Strangely enough, Joy came as a

permanent resident two days before Neville.

It is only because the four-bedded rooms will be

transformed into two-bedded rooms when the

new wing is finished that this has been possible.

Although we cannot offer hope to other married

couples — our vacancies are few and far between ~

marriage had added an extra dimension to the

community. Permanent engagements are not

satisfactory affairs. We wish both couples long

and happy years.
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Greathouse’s Féte, 23rd June 1973

We were indeed fortunate in that the day was

warm and sunny and at 2.30 pm. when the Féte

was declared open by Sir Henry Langton, former

Chairman of Wiltshire County Council, there was

hardly a cloud to be seen. He was introduced by

the Féte Chairman Councillor R. H. Hughes, J.P.

and after a short speech of welcome, to the ever

growing crowd of people, he pronounced the Féte

well and truly open.

The many friends of Greathouse had rallied

round magnificently and a great variety of stalls

and sideshows were scattered around the grounds;

the R.A.F. were well represented by both

Hullavington and Lyneham, as were many other

local organisations.

Entertainment was provided by the Calne Silver,

and Bristol Pipe Bands, there was also Dancing

and Trampoline Displays, while the highlight of

the afternoon was a Free Fall Parachute Display by

the Silver Stars. The large crowd made it a happy

and profitable afternoon.

They’re Changing the Guard at Buckingham Palace,

Mr ’Mac’ went down With Alice.

Nine of the residents of Greathouse Cheshire

Home (including Alice!) travelled to London in

their Mini—bus on May 30th to watch the

 

Princess Anne with the Chairman, with volunteers

Neil (an Chairman's left) and Gillian (on his right) who run

ceremony 0f ’Changing 0f the Guard' at the Home, on the occasion of Her Royal Highness’s visit to

BUCk'ngham Pa|ace- East Africa earlier this year.

They were allowed to watch this colourful (Photo: Soul Photo Service, Addis Ababa)

ceremony from the Palace courtyard, by kind

permission of The Master of the Household, to

whom they are extremely grateful.

The Warden, Mr Macgregor, who drove the bus,

his wife and four members of staff went with them

and they all spent an enjoyable and interesting day.

After the 'Changing of the Guard' was over,

they were shown round The Royal Mews and saw

the various horses and carriages used on

state occasions.

On Friday, 15th June, Her Majesty The Queen

paid a visit to the R.A.F. Station at Lyneham,

where she was to plant a tree in the morning, to

mark the occasion of her visit, and attend a

Fly Past in the afternoon, in her honour.

Through the kindness of our good friends at

Lyneham, several of the residents were invited

along to watch, they were thrilled to see the

Queen at such close quarters, and it made their

day complete when the Duke of Edinburgh came

over and had a word with them.

TEA WlTH THE BISHOP

John Smith of Greathouse Cheshire Home meets Oliver

Tom/(ins, Bishop of Bristol, when the Bishop visited

Chippenham to dedicate the re—ordereo’ Parish Church of

St. Andrew.

(Photo: Beg Coates) 25  



Counsellors for disabled ?

asks Mary Greaves

i (Reproduced from 'Social Services')

. . . . Everyone on becoming disabled whether at

‘1 birth or later in life should have allocated to them

, . a counsellor who would not be a specialist in any

‘ ; particular field, but who would be able to find out

i ' what was available for his or her client according

[ , to his needs and most important could negotiate

i 3 where necessary to fulfil those needs." This, said

i i Mary Greaves, was one of the "bees in her

bonnet" when she was presented with the

Harding Award at the Mansion House recently.

Schoolhoys present a f75 cheque to the Earl of Rona/dshay

when he opened the extensions to the Marske Hall Home,

Also on Me picture are the Home’s Chairman,

Mr Donald Ward and Tom Stokes, the resident who

proposed a vote of thanks.

  

New Extensions to Marske Hall

The £30,000 extensions to Marske Hall, the

Teesside Cheshire Home, have quickly proved to

be a wonderful asset to the Home and the

residents. The spacious new hall is in constant use.

The new wing was opened by the Earl of

Ronaldshay, son of the Marquis of Zetland, whose

family gave the Hall to the Foundation eleven ,

years ago, who said, while addressing the residents,

'What hit me hard when I first met you, and again

today, is the quite amazing spirit of friendship and

happiness that you all seem to be able to find,

despite the severe handicaps each of you has

to live with.’

'Coming from what you would probably call the

Soft South, | sometimes wish I could pick up

Marske Hall and plonk it (and you) down in front

of some of the moaners, and say: "So you think

you have problems 7" '

Thanks to a big push by the Home’s friends,

all but some £3,000 of the £30,000 needed has

been raised. Of this, £1,000 came from a two-day

antique fair; £1,000 was raised by the staff and

£900 by the residents; a prize draw organised

among the support groups yielded £750; and a

grand charity ball £740.

The annual Open Day was also an outstanding

success, and raised £1,500, an easy record.

 



 
More than 250 guests attended the 10th birthday party of

the Teesside Cheshire Home, held in the new [30,000

extension block. In this picture the cake is being cut by the

retiring chairman, Brigadier T. T. J. Sheffield, and the

Matron, Mrs C. Turner. With them are the Mayor and

Mayoress of Teesside, Council/or and Mrs Maurice

Suther/and, and (on the right), Councillor Mrs Audrey

Col/ins, Chairman of Sa/tburn and Marske Urban Council.

(Photo: D. Richardson)

Travel News

British airlines at Heathrow Airport, London

have recently dropped a £10 airline charge for

hoisting passengers in wheelchairs into aircraft.

This follows a spirited protest by Baroness

Masham, who was paralysed after a horse riding

accident 12 years ago, and who arrived in her

wheelchair at Heathrow and was faced with this

charge. “But I had no intention of paying,"

she said.

Most foreign airlines have followed suit.

_ Free push—on or lift-off facilities for many

aircraft have existed for some time.

New Wing at ‘Mayfield House’

Edinburgh

Cindy Scott, one of the residents at 'May'field

House' has kindly written to tell us about the new

Wing which was opened by Group Captain

Leonard Cheshire, V.C., on Friday, 14th September.

Unfortunately no photographs were sent and the

picture we have built up is from Cindy's description.

The Wing would appear to consist of very nicely

appointed sitting rooms and 3 Quiet Room

(a most essential feature in any Home) with

bedrooms, three of which are single rooms

(another pleasing feature), a bathroom and toilet

with special lifting gear. The bedrooms have

built-in cupboards and stainless steel wash basins

which have been specially raised for easy access.

The lighting and call systems were specially

designed, and the whole extension seems to have

been very carefully planned, and finished off with

brightly coloured curtains and other furnishings.

Added to this the garden has been made easily

accessible by ramps, and has been planted with

rose trees and shrubs and provided with seats

for visitors.
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Tullow Topics

The virtue is shining out of us these days — or

should be, with all the First Blessings we're

getting from our newly-ordained Kiltegan friends!

Fr Danny will soon be singing ‘The little shirt my

Mammy made for me' in Swahili, for the

Cheshirites in our Kenya Home, and Fr Kevin will

surely look us up in Nigeria. The others will have

to get cracking to spread C.H. to Zambia and

Brazil !

The Ardeenites are together again in pre-fab.

units in the grounds, while their romantic mansion

is being rebuilt after the fire.

Apart from concerts, parties, seaside trips and

question-time in Arus Chaculain — l.W.A. centre in

Dublin where Bro Dominic got on the provincial

team we have been living a quiet life.

We came out of retirement in a big way for the

Féte when the grounds were black with well-

wishers in spite of the bitter, black wind. We

grossed £1,689.

There is a wonderful community spirit in Tullow

and naturally we are a big part. We had a great

day in Courtown with the gay Old Folk and just

now the Barn Festival is in full swing. Our staff

had a marvellous skit on our R.T.E. show, ’Much

Ado about Nothing’ for the opening Fancy Dress,

and we went to the Barn Dance and met Big Tom—

top of the pops.

Rosemary Shev/in

More on Selling

Cheshire Smile

by Rosemary Shev/in, St. Patrick’s, Tu/low

You must be tired hearing of the warm-hearted

Tullow folk ready to work themselves to the bone

for, and share their rich community life with

'the Cheshires'. But we haven't a Mr Norris to

sell Cheshire Smile.

His efforts impressed me greatly. Here, nobody

understands the benefits of a house magazine, so

that most of our town friends do not know of its

existence. I tried, but l'm afraid l'm no salesman

(as the one committee member I tried

seemed to think it was a personal advertisement

I wanted!)

if our magazine, so beautifully printed, was read

more widely perhaps people would understand

that not all invalids are self-centred and certainly

we rejoice in our ’second chance to live.’

They might even share our pride in our world-

embracing ’Cheshireland', and learn from the ideas

of social workers in the international field.

I was particularly impressed by the Mangalore
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(India) residents' efforts to help themselves.

We in 'developed' countries forget the satisfaction

of sweat: we'd be a more contented family

running a poultry unit and kitchen garden, too.

This is lreland saying, ‘Hats off to Mr Norris!

God bless the work.’ As a fitting memorial to our

late editor, Rosalind Chalmers, let's follow her good

example, and put our backs into doubling the

sales of Cheshire Smile.

Kenmore’s New Bus

Raising the money for Kenmore's new bus has

entailed a great deal of work, by very many people

covering several years. The vehicle has been

purpose-built, so a great deal of attention has been

given to detail and it has surpassed our greatest

hopes.

Also this year we have had a magnificent show

of roses presented to us by Pye Television through

the kindness of Messrs Hepworth and England,

Batley. Last, but not least, May saw yet another

very successful Fete and another £1,000 in

the kitty.

D.M.S.

 
Left to right: Matron, Mr S. Ly/es, Nurse B. Coates,

Mrs N. Utton, Miss L. M. Mowat (Chairman) and

Audrey and Sam two of our residents.

(Photo: .1. Harding)
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Some of Chi/tern Home’s original residents shown in front

of the new extension completed recent/y.

Left to right: Nick, Sylvia Bob, Gordon Iris, Gladys,

Maurice and Wendy.

News from Chiltern

On June 17th, 1972, we held our Open Day to

celebrate the official opening of our new residents'

wing. We now have a large sitting room and

combined workroom, which can be partitioned

into separate rooms. There are numerous bedrooms,

bathrooms and a laundry room.

On the morning of the Open Day, Roy Castle—

the famous stage and television entertainer who

lives nearby — dropped in to wish us luck.

As always we were delighted to see him and are

very appreciative of his help in raising funds for us.

As a result of the extension, our family now

numbers 21 ; but some of the original residents

your will see in the photograph.

We are very pleased to welcome our newest

arrivals, including Mr Knight, the Warden and

his wife.

Happy Day at Carcavelos

Portuguese Cheshire Home

On the morning of October 215t there was much

activity in the Lar de Boa Vontade at Carcavelos.

In fact there had been considerable activity in and

about the Lar for some days previously for one

cannot celebrate the first marriage of a resident

from the Lar without extensive preparation ~ mainly

of a culinary nature!

Arlette and all the girls had been busy for days in

the kitchen and the sewing room, and the results

made a superb show when the great day arrived.

Lilia was looking lovely in white with flowers in

her hair, and was obviously just as happy as a girl

should be on her wedding day.

The line of wheel chairs set out from the home

through a very interested village to the church

where at least a hundred friends of the Lar had

turned up to mark this happy and significant event.

The marriage was celebrated by the Parish Priest

Aleixo and his curate, assisted by Father Hilary

from the lrish Dominican Church in Lisbon.

The Gospel, in English, was read by the secretary of

the Lar. Lilia was given away by Senhor

Joao Guedes de Sousa, the then President of the

Lares Cheshire Home in Portugal and Chairman ofthe

Central Committee, while the groom, Mario Fernando

da Silva, was supported by Mrs Joan Scott,

Chairman of the Lar and her husband. The actual

marriage service over, an orgy of kissing took

place in which everybody appeared to join, both

with and without justification, and then followed a

rather erratic procession back to the Lar through a

now aroused and happily applauding village.

The fruits of the labours of Arlette and the girls

were soon put to the test and judging by the speed

at which they disappeared merited full approval.

Friends of the Lar had been very generous and

Champagne was in abundance. Toasts to Lilia and

her husband were made by Senhor Guedes de

Sousa and others, and replied to by the bridegroom.

In all it was a very happy day for all of us,

especially as through the generosity of our many

friends, and hard work of the girls in the Lar,

Lilia was equipped to start off in her new home

with much of the furniture and equipment

necessary.
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Early Days at the John Masefield

Home

Our very aptly named Cheshire Home opened

its doors to the very first resident (Mr W. S. Sinclair),

on Wednesday, 25th April, 1973, only after a

chapter of accidents, which included the total

destruction (by fire) of the former Poet Laureate’s

beautiful house, which was already being converted

into a Home suitable for disabled people.

The Poet Laureate‘s daughter, Judith, had previously

given the entire property to the Cheshire

Foundation Homes for the Sick and disabled,

to be used as a memorial to her father's memory.

This unfortunate accident raised many problems

for the Management Committee, who had to start

again from scratch. Mrs Sue Carruthers decided

that a new purpose-built John Masefield Home

would emulate the mythical Phoenix, and with a

great deal of thought and more hard work, the

Management Committee and helpers have devised

a superb Cheshire Home to accommodate

14 residents. The advantages are numerous;

from the Warden to the occasional holiday resident,

we all have individual spacious bedrooms,

carpeted and set in beautiful Thames-side scenery
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Miss Neilson, Matron, Mayfie/d House, pinning a Red

Feather on the lapel of one of the Hibernian Football Team.

(Photo: with kind permission of Edinburgh Evening News)

in about 2-3 acres of ground. Every bedroom has

an outer door, giving access to the Tarmacadam

path (which forms a rectangle around the main

building) for easy use by wheelchairs and

pedestrians.

During April/May, at a Management Committee

meeting, we discussed our views and feelings

about our Home. Since then we have voted three

people on to a Residents' Committee to liaise

with us and the Management, and this has proved

to be a very satisfactory arrangement for all

concerned.

As a small community, we endeavour to live a

full and happy life as far as our disabilities permit.

The Warden (Mr Robert Aytoun Girling) carries

the responsibility for his Home efficiently and

helps us with any 'teething’ troubles.

We are lucky in our competent Nursing and

Domestic Staff, as well as the many voluntary

helpers, who come both morning and afternoon

to assist.

Everything seems to be going very well indeed —

14 people have a happy, modern home.

Mrs Margaret Dansie

 



Red Feather Week at Mayfield House

Earlier this year there was great excitement when

two players of the Hibernian Football Team paid a

visit to the Edinburgh Home. They were

temporarily in wheelchairs because of sustained

injuries while playing one of the games.

After elevenses members of the Management

Committee, Matron, Staff and residents gathered

together and some photographs were taken to

launch the Appeal for the Red Feather Week.

After signing autographs the players mingled with

the residents and told how they had landed in

hospital.

The bumper amount realised this year for the

Red Feather Week was approximately £3,100.

St. Michael’s in Butlinland

’Butlinland, here we come' was the caption on

the back of our mini—bus as we set forth for a week

at Butlin's Holiday Camp in Minehead. What an

exodus it proved to be, 71 members of staff and

residents conveyed in a fleet of cars, army lorries

in the rear with our luggage, wheelchairs and

heavy equipment.

On arrival our first impression was the vastness of

the Camp, but it was surprising how quickly we

found our way about and we soon sampled some

of the delights and entertainments offered.

Our favourite haunt was the Regency Building;

the sessions of old time dancing satisfied most

tastes, watching the swimming and under—water

antics in the indoor pool interested others, whilst

all enjoyed being with the crowd.

Evenings were passed pleasantly in the

night-club atmosphere of ‘The Pig and Whistle' or

‘Beachcomber', and the excellent shows at the

Gaiety Theatre.

Sunny days found us by the boating lake or

being pushed along the Promenade to Minehead.

whilst the mobile ones of our party tried out the

monorail and chair-lift, waving happily as they

passed overhead. One thing was very apparent,

being in a wheelchair did not, in any way,

diminish our activities and enjoyment, also we met

with much kindness and courtesy from the

strangers about us.

Needless to say, the week went by far too

quickly and we journeyed safely back to St.

Michael's filled with hopes of another similar

holiday in the future.

Eileen Milton

Match To End All

Matches

(Reproduced from ‘Chippenham Times and News')

As expected, a great deal of fun ensued on the

Chippenham rugby pitch at Birch Grove on Sunday,

29th April, culminating in quite a successful day

for the boys of the BBC.

Over 400, a record number of spectators, turned

up to watch Vince Savile, dressed in a highly

illuminated patterned cape and a fair isle knitted

style hat, kick off in the match to end all matches—

the BBC. ’Dolly Birds' against the BBC.

'All Stars' male team.

The result was left in dispute, nothing more than

was expected really, but it may be mooted that the

‘All Stars' won by 8 points to 7. As one spectator

observed: ”I personally saw the ball go over the

bar, kicked by one of the girls".

One of the girls was bodily lifted and carried the

length of the field by the boys, who touched her

down over the line and had the cheek to claim a

try. True, she was holding the ball at the time,

but where was Vince Savile 7 Down at the other

end of the field at the time, trying to score

'a try' with an attractive spectator.

All in all, a memorable game!

Proceeds are to go to Greathouse Cheshire Home

and the Variety Club of Great Britain.

   
B. B. C. Girls v. Men Rugby Match at Chippenham, part of

proceeds of which were in aid of the Greathouse

Cheshire Home.

(Photo: Reg Coates)
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Lively Summer Programme

at Hydon Hill!

I Residents at Hydon Hill have been able to enjoy

2 quite a variety of outings and entertainments

l this summer, notably a visit to Bognor Regis on a

beautiful day in July, also visits to the Royal

' Tournament and the Police Horse Show at

lmbercourt. There was a garden party and tea at

Oakwood Hill, near Cranleigh, and residents were

, also invited to the opening by actor Michael

Flanders of the new lift and toilet facilities for the

disabled at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre at

Guildford. The occasion was toasted in champagne,

and after a pleasant lunch the residents enjoyed

the afternoon show at the theatre.

 

Actor Andrew Cruikshank paid an informal visit recently to

the residents at Hydon Hill Cheshire Home whilst playing

in 'Noah' at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford. He had

a lively social interchange with all the residents while they

were carrying on with their normal occupations of everyday

life. Seen here happily chatting with two of the residents.

Wedding at Hydon Hill

Congratulations to Arthur Holt and Clara

Newell of Hydon Hill on the occasion of

their wedding at Guildford Registry Office on

Saturday, 5th May.

Arthur and Clara first met nine years ago at

Kenmore Cheshire Home, and the residents and.

staff there sent wedding presents of an electric

kettle and toaster.

Best man at the wedding was Mr E. J. Martin,

and Wendy and Carol, two of the nurses at

Hydon Hill, were bridesmaids. The bride wore a

full length dress of blue and carried a spray of

orchids. The reception was held at Hydon Hill,

and the happy couple are taking up 'married

 

Bride Clara and Groom Arthur with two bridesmaids , _ . .

(Nurses) Wendy and Carol. Best man, 5 J. Martin. quarters' at Pine View, Hydon HI" Cheshire Home.

Their many gifts included a cheque from the

Haslemere Support Group, china, linen, etc., from

their friends at Hydon Hill and the Guildford area.

We wish them every future happiness. 32 



Letter from McLeod House, Toronto

Since the last report from Canada was written

there have been two social and fund-raising events

in aid of the Home. Last November a bazaar was

held at St. Paul's Anglican Church, a downtown

Toronto congregation associated with McLeod

House. Available at rock—bottom prices were books,

jewellery, crockery, plants and artificial flowers,

white elephants, a very gay collection of

hand—made dolls, and finally a selection of

handicrafts by some of our residents. It was a

financial success, but more importantly everyone

in attendance seemed to enjoy the affair. Perhaps

the interest was there partly because of the lottery

draw at the afternoon's and l

The Open House and Easter Sale held early in

April, provided a chance for interested members of

the community to visit a Cheshire Home, some for

the first time. More than one hundred and fifty

dollars were realised from the sale of assorted

handicrafts, an amount similar to the earnings at

the bazaar.

To do with the house itself, some alterations are

still going on. A nation-wide strike of elevator

constructors lasted over six months, during which

time the elevator here was, of course, left quite

usable, but it was not until late March that the

finishing touches were put on. Now there remains

much work to be done on the large unfinished

basement, which is slowly being partitioned into

different working areas. They will be easily

accessible to wheelchairs; it is hoped that when

completed these facilities can eventually be shared

with other handicapped individuals in this area.

Roderick McFadyen

Welcome to New Matron at Coomb

All at Coomb welcome Miss Tunnicliffe as

Mr Lewis's successor. She came to us from

White Windows, Cheshire Home in Halifax, and

commenced her duties at Coomb on Monday,

6th August.

The Matron of Coomb Home, Mr J. R. Lewis on the

occasion of his leaving to take up an appointment in

Chingford, Essex. Mr Lewis was presented with a clock by

the Management Committee and is pictured here with his

wife, daughter Ruth and some members of the staff,

(Photo: W, J. Evans, St, Clears, Carmarthen)

  



  

Athol House is Twelve Years Old

The residents gave their Annual Party on

Friday 6th July, and it was decided to invite not

only our long suffering staff and their families but

also our many voluntary helpers who give up so

much of their time to help us in so many ways —

driving the ambulance, serving drinks, washing up,

mending, to mention just a few.

For this occasion, we took as our theme

'The Common Market’, and this was portrayed on

our invitations designed by one of the residents.

The lounge, hall and dining room were gaily

decorated with flags of some Common Market

countries (kindly loaned by the Embassies

concerned) and posters received from various

travel agencies, depicting well-known continental

resorts, wines and cheeses.

On the evening itself our two barmaids

were kept hard at it serving the wide variety of

drinks, including two home-made punches, and

they did a magnificent job. The buffet spread too

had a truly continental flavour— smoked

sausages (Germany), green and black olives (Italy),

Cheesecake (Luxembourg), salmon or prawn

vol-au-vents, patés, fudge cake (Belgium),

pastries (Denmark), cheeses, bread (France),

etc., etc. — giving ourselves the 'last taste’ with

strawberries and cream! The only thing that

marred the evening was the good old British

weather which, try as it may, did not dampen the

party spirit which appeared to abound everywhere.

Vive le Common Market!

Comfortable Clothes:

A New Mail Order Catalogue

A range of clothing specially designed for severely

handicapped people is now available on mail

order. The designs are the result of an intensive

research project carried out by the Shirley

Institute, Didsbury, Manchester, on behalf of the

King Edward's Hospital Fund for London.

A team from the Institute made a study of the

most comfortable garments for people sitting in

bed or in wheelchairs, fastenings which could be

handled easily, and fabrics able to stand up to

constant hard washing.

The manufacturers emphasise that the garments

look no different from clothing worn by

able-bodied people and can be regarded as

'normal clothes for normal people with special

needsfl

Copies of the mail-order catalogue ‘Comfortable

Clothes', giving sizes, prices and colours, may be

obtained from the Shirley Institute, Didsbury,

Manchester M20 8RX, at a cost of 4p to cover

postage.

(Reproduced from 'The Magic Carpet', Summer

7973)

 

TO BE A PILGRIM

by Miss Mary Barry

(Vice-Chairman, Middlewich Support Group)

This was the title of a film made by Group Captain

Cheshire about Lourdes and shown at the

Royal British Legion Club on Tuesday, 12th June

at 8 pm. It showed a typical day in the life of a

pilgrim who visited this shrine, high in the

Pyrenees, where the Blessed Virgin appeared to a

simple peasant girl, called Bernadette.

It was a pity that so many other events in the

town caused the audience to be small, though

they were most appreciative. Mrs Parkes, chairman

of Middlewich Support Group for the Cheshire

Homes, thanked the people who came, and I spoke

of the work of Group Captain Cheshire, who had

started to make the film in 1964, the time I took

Grace and Mary, two residents of the Hill,

Sandbach.

That was the time when I tripped and fell at

Euston Station, out both knees, which later

became septic, twisted my ankle and ended up
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being ignominiously trundled down the platform in

Grace's wheelchair. On hearing about it later,

G.C. said he was sorry to hear I had been so

drunk and recommended taking more water with it.

The film which lasted about 30 minutes was

shown by Mr Eric Upright from Wigan, who is a

projectionist for Steventon's and Mr Jim Parkes

and himself set up the screen and equipment.

At the end of the film Bishop Brewer thanked

Mr Upright and Mr and Mrs Parkes for giving

their services, Mr Reg Dale and the British Legion

for letting us have the use of the hall free of charge,

the Rev. E. Cox who printed the tickets at short

notice and myself for obtaining the film. He told

an interested audience how he and his pals as

impecunious students had hitch-hiked to Lourdes

and stayed at one of the hostels for the poor

getting free meals, mainly soup and beans.

Mrs Parkes donated a box of fruit and vegetables,

tastefully arranged by herself and everyone was

given a free ticket. The prize was won by

Master Jonathon Williams. £10 was raised for the

Mission for the Relief of Suffering which I will

be forwarding to the Group Captain. Altogether it

was a most interesting evening.



The Cheshire Smile needs articles of an

interesting and stimulating, if not of a

controversial nature.

Remember this magazine is intended to reflect

the life in all the Cheshire Homes under the

Foundation in whatever country or part of the

world they may be.

Please do send us reports of what you are

doing, of new ideas you have tried out, of special

ventures, of interesting outings, and Fund-Raising

activities (apart from the usual run of things),

of how you work with your Committees and of

how you feel residents can become more involved

in the general running and management of

your Home.

Comments from Matrons, staff and members of

Management Committees on these and other

matters also will be most welcome.

We promise to consider everything that is

submitted, and we will print whatever we think

is publishable (libel excepted!)

 

Mr Roy Woodward, Chairman, Mrs Mary Walker,

Lady Waring and Sir Bertram Waring, Chairman of the

Ardencote Trust who opened the extensions.

Greenacres Extension Opened

The Management Committee of ‘Greenacres'

welcomed the many distinguished guests, friends

and supporters who attended this ceremony on

May 3rd.

The Home which has so far cost upwards of

£100,000 to purchase, renovate and extend, took

in its first residents in July 1964, and was opened

on 1st May, 1965, providing accommodation for

14 people.

The first extension which was completed early

in 1971 provided some single bedrooms with

built—in hoists, the dining room and sitting rooms

as well as other facilities, increasing the number of

residents to 23.

This the second phase of the extensions provides

a further one double and four single specially

designed bedrooms, bathrooms and toilets, staff,

duty and treatment rooms, a large general purpose

workshop or craft room, linen cupboards and a

spacious sitting-out area. The extension was made

possible by a grant from The Ardencote Trust in

memory of Alderman Lady Bennett, widow of the

late Lord Peter Bennett of Edgbaston, Founder of

the Trust.

  



OBITUARY

, Mrs Winifred Torr, whose tragic death occurred

1 recently, had been associated with 'The Hill' since

‘ its inception, firstly as a Support Group member

and for the last ten years as a member of the

Management Committee.

She will be remembered by many Cheshire

1 Homes for her interest in the 'Red Feathers’.

Mrs Torr will be greatly missed at ’The Hill' by the

managers and residents alike.
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Deaths

Abbott: in August 1973, BARBARA ABBOTT,

a resident at Springwood House since 1971.

Bruce: on 30th June 1973, AMELIA BRUCE, the

first woman resident at Mayfield House,

arriving in 1960.

O'Nei/.'in June 1973, EVA O'NEIL, age 64,

a resident of Heatherley since 1964.

Owens: on 18th April 1973, MARTIN OWENS,

a resident of Springwood House since 1972.

Price: on 13th June 1973, MARY PRICE,

a resident of Springwood House since 1967.

Taylor: on 5th May 1973, EDNA MAY TAYLOR,

age 65, a resident of Holme Lodge since 1961

(with an intervening period at Staunton Harold).

Troke: on 5th September 1973, WALTER (WALLY)

TROKE, aged 58, a resident of Holme Lodge

for ten years.

Wotton: on 15th April 1973, VIOLET WOTTON,

age 60, a resident at Cann House since 1962.

EPILOGUE

by Sue Ryder

(Reproduced from Remembrance, Summer 7973)

if I have learned anything in a life that has seen

its share of tumult, suffering and complications,

l have learned to believe that we are made to live

in harmony and to be compassionate, and between

the one and the other there is a link.

The scope and future of compassion is immense,

because through compassion the human family,

as time goes on, is bound closer together.

Suffering, pain and distress bring a sense of

isolation and a need for companionship and

support. Compassion is what unites, what puts us in

contact with one another. It does not cancel out

the suffering or the evil, but it offers us a way of

living with it. And this way of living enriches each

of us, quietly, as a gentle shower before dawn

gives life to the tired soil and the thirsty bush.

Wherever we look, in whatever part of the

world, we find human and social problems in

countless different forms. At times there are

sudden world disasters which call us forth from

our ordinary routine and commitments and which

for a passing moment draw us together in a

common desire to help. We sense the urgency and

the challenge, and so we rise to the occasion.



But there is also the long—term, the continuing

daily need of innumerable fellow human beings — a

cry that is far less spectacular and seemingly less

urgent, and, for the very reason that it is always with

us, all too easily accepted as an inevitable part of

life. This calls for a different kind of response for

the bit-by—bit cracking of the surface and the

piece-by-piece filling of the holes — a task where

there will often be no results to see and to which

there will probably never be an end. That every

human being has the right to a reasonable

standard of living, to education and to medical and

nursing care when ill, few would deny. But the sad

truth is that many do not enjoy these rights,

millions do not have the food for more than the

barest subsistence, nor is there any forseeable

likelihood that they will. Between the richer

sections of the world and the poorer there is a

vast gap. That this gap should be closed, indeed

that its very existence constitutes a violation of

justice, if not a threat to the future peace and

security of mankind, most would agree. But how

to close the gap and how to face up to the

scarifice which is required —so small a sacrifice by

comparison with that demanded by war—still

eludes the mind and the will of governments. Yet it

is people themselves who make communities and

nations, and who have it within their power to

create better or worse ones, even to imbue

governments with a will and a purpose that

otherwise they would not have.

I am conscious of our own immortality, and that

whatever we do, wherever it might be, does count,

not only here and now, but in that great future for

which we have all been created. It may sometimes

be that we are given a certain opportunity only

once and that if we fail to respond it will not be

given to us again. But if we seize the opportunity,

even if we should not succeed in achieving our

goal, the effort involved can be offered up to God

who is our Judge and who is able to turn every

defeat into victory.

To strive for unity in a world that, sadly, is still

divided is a debt we owe to all those throughout

the ages who in different ways have dedicated

themselves to this cause, above all to those who

have laid down their lives in its pursuit. If we are to

succeed, the goal needs to be kept ever in mind.

We cannot afford to yield to weariness or despair.

No matter what the situation in which we find

ourselves, or how dark the horizon, we must not

lose faith —faith in our fellow men and in

ourselves as well as in the all-seeing Providence of

God. Faith that even though evil will always be

present, within ourselves as well as in the world

at large, good will finally triumph. Faith, as we

used so often to sing, that all their and our

tomorrows will be happy ones.

May, 7973

Sue Ryder

Foundafion

The Sue Ryder Foundation was established by

Sue Ryder during the post-war years after she

had been doing social relief work on the

Continent: its purpose was and is the relief of

suffering on a wide scale by means of personal

service, helping the needy, sick and disabled

everywhere, irrespective of race, religion or age,

and thus serving as a living memorial to all who

underwent persecution or died in defence of

human values, especially during the two

World Wars.

As in the past the Foundation at present does

the following:

1. Provides relief, medical care and equipment,

including artificial limbs and wheelchairs.

2. Does social work and case work.

3. In the person of Sue Ryder visits prisoners from

Central and Eastern Europe in thirty German

prisons.

4. Runs a holiday scheme, through which 4,000

survivors from the Resistance or concentration

camps, their children, and young disabled have

already been brought to Denmark and Britain.

5. Builds/renovates Homes and hospitals for the

sick and disabled in different parts of the world.

The headquarters of the Foundation is at

Cavendish in Suffolk, where there is also a

permanent home for 33 physically and

psychologically handicapped patients who were

previously blocking hospital beds or were alone

with no—one to care for them.

The 16th-century house (originally a farmhouse)

at Cavendish is in urgent need of repair, and the

Home has a waiting list (as do all the Foundation's

Homes/hospitals). It is hoped that planning

permission will be given for extensions, so that

more British and other patients can be admitted on

a permanent basis and better facilities provided for

the patients and staff. A Museum is also envisaged.

At Hick/eton in Yorkshire the Foundation has a

permanent Home for 56 patients with physical

and mental problems.

At Stagenhoe in Hertfordshire the Home is

partly used for the holiday scheme mentioned

above; in addition it can take ten British patients

on a short—term basis, and the house is also being

used as a conference centre.
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Pitfalls in the Tube

A completely new Guide to the London

Underground for disabled people has been

prepared by a group of physically handicapped

children from The Cloudesley School, London,

and is now published by the Central Council for

the Disabled, 34 Eccleston Square, London SW1,

price 23p.

The Guide is a handy pocket size, and in its

preparation many of the children made their first

Tube trips. It not only gives the number of steps

to be negotiated, defines the levels and

demonstrates the practicability of the Tubes for

disabled people, but gives details of lifts and

escalators, and shows all the obstacles which

would hinder a disabled person. In addition the

Central London interchanges are given in detail.

Considerable help was given by London

Transport.

 

Mission for the

Relief of Suffering

Registered in the U.K. as a Charity

Founders Sue Ryder, O.B.E., Group Captain G. L.

Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O., D.F.c., and Rev. Mother

Teresa. M.C.

President: Mrs Lakshmi Pandit.

Out of the combined work of the Sue Ryder Foundations

and the Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick there has

evolved the concept of an association—or family—of

separate and autonomous organisations, each devoted in its

own way to the relief of suffering but all sharing the same

ideals and principles. The function of this Mission is, on the

one hand, to strengthen its member-organisations by virtue

of making them part of some larger entity, and, on the

other hand, to extend their opportunity of doing good by

the possibility of joint and concerted action. Application for

membership from any charitable organisation is always

welcome.
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As one step towards this goal, the member Foundations

have pooled some of their resources and experience in

order to meet specific and urgent needs not falling within

their respective terms of reference, and have set up the

following:

Raphael

P.O. Box 157, Dehra Dun, U.P., India.

Under the personal supervision of Sue Ryder and Leonard

Cheshire.

Gabriel Rehabilitation Centre

Madras.

A residential Training Centre for the disabled, including

leprosy sufferers.

 

1 The Cheshire Foundation

Homes for the Sick

Registered in accordance with the Charities Act 1960

The Cheshire Homes care for the incurably sick or

permanently disabled—those for whom hospitals can do

nothing further. They are run as homes, and offer the

affection and freedom of ordinary family life, the residents

being encouraged to take whatever part they can in the

day-to-day running of the house and to develop their

remaining talents. Disabled people are admitted according

to need, irrespective of race, creed or social status.

The Management of each Home is vested in a Committee

as representative as possible of the local community.

The Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick (a registered

charity) is the Central Trust, and has ultimate responsibility

for all the Homes. It owns all the property, and acts as

guarantor to the public that the individual Homes are

properly managed in conformity with the general aims of the

Foundation. Similar charitable Trusts have been established

to control the Homes overseas.

7 Market Mews, London, W1Y 8HP

Telegrams, Cheshome, London, W1

Tel: 01-499 2665

Patrons: Dr G. C. Cheshire. F.B.A., D.C.L.

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Denning, P.C.

Chairman: The Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Edmund Davies.

Trustees: Dr Margaret Agerholm, M.A., B.M., B.Ch.(0xon)/

Peter Allott, Esq./Group Capt. G. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O.,

D.F.C./Mrs Sue Ryder Cheshire, 0.B.E./Mrs M.M. Clark, J.P./

R. E. Elliott, Esq/R. G. Emmett, Esq./Air Chief Marshal

Sir Christopher Foxley-Norris, K.C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., M.A./

The Earl Ferrers/Major T. V. Fisher—Hoch/J. R. Handscomb,

Esq./J. H. lnskip, Esq., O.C./H. E. Marking, Esq., C.B.E., M.C./

T. Peace, Esq., M.C./B. Richards, Esq./Peter Rowntree, Esq./

W. W. Russell, Esq. (Vice-Chairman)/ N. R. Trahair, Esq.

Secretary: Miss C. T. Short.

Assistant Secretary: Mrs K. Harper.

Hon. Medics/Adviser: Dr Basil Kiernander, F.R.C.P.

Han. Treasurer: R. G. Emmett, Esq.



Cheshire Homes in Britain

Bedfordshire

Ampthill Park House, Ampthill. Ampthill 3247 (3173)

Berkshire

John Masefield CH, Burcot, Nr. Abingdon, 0X14 3DP.

Clifton Hampden 7324 (7130)

Buckinghamshire

Chiltern CH, North Park, Gerrard's Cross SL9 8JT.

Gerrard's Cross 86170 (84572)

Carmarthenshire

Coomb, Llanstephan. Llanstephan 292 (310)

Cheshire

The Hill, Sandbach. Sandbach 2341 (2508)

Cornwall

St Teresa's, Long Rock, Penzance. Marazion 336 (365)

Denbighshire

Dolywern, Pontfadog, Wrexham. Glynceiriog 303

Eithinog, Old Highway, Upper Colwyn Bay. Colwyn Bay2404

(30047)

Derbyshire

Green Gables, Wingfield Road, Alfreton. Alfreton 2422

Devon

Cann House, Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth. Plymouth 771742

(772645)

Douglas House, 33 Gillard Road, Brixham. Brixham 4787

Dorset

The Grange, 2 Mount Road, Parkstone, Poole.

Parkstone 740188 (740272)

Dumfries

Carnsalloch House, Dumfries. Dumfries 4924

Durham

Murray House, St Cuthbert's Road, Blackhill, Consett.

Consett 4000 Office (2363)

Edinburgh

Mayfield House, East Trinity Road, Edinburgh EH5 3PT.

031-552 2037 (4157)

Essex

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley, Colchester. Ardleigh 345 (463)

Glamorganshire

Danybryn, Radyr CF4 8XA. Radyr 237 (335)

Gloucestershire

Cotswold CH, Overton Road, Cheltenham GL50 3BN.

Cheltenham 52569.

Hampshire

Appley Cliff, Shanklin, l.O.W.

Le Court, Liss. Blackmoor 364 (229)

Hertfordshire

Hertfordshire CH, St John's Road, Hitchin SG4 9DD.

Hitchin 52460 (52458)

Kent

Mote House, Mote Park, Maidstone. Maidstone 37911 (38417)

St Cecilia's, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley BR1 2PZ.

01-460 8377 (7179)

Seven Springs, Pembury Road, Tunbridge Wells.

Tunbridge Wells 31138 (20130)

Lancashire

Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littleborough.

Littleborough 78627 (78065)

Oaklands, Dimples Lane, Garstang, Preston PR3 1UA.

Garstang 2290 (3624)

Springwood House, Garston, Liverpool L25 7UW.

Garston 7345 (5400)

Leicestershire

Roecliffe Manor, Woodhouse Eaves, Loughborough,

LE12 8TN.

Woodhouse Eaves 890250

Staunton Harold, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE6 5RT.

Melbourne (Derby) 2571 (2387)

Lincolnshire

Hovendon House, Fleet, Spalding PE12 8LP.

Holbeach 3037 (3241)

Stonecroft House, Barnetby. Barnetby 344

London

Athol House, 138 College Road, SE 19. 01-670 3740 (6770)

Monmouthshire

Llanhennock CH, Llanhennock, Caerleon, NP6 1LT.

Caerleon 420045 (420676)

Norfolk

The Grove, East Carleton, Norwich NOR 94W.

Mulbarton 279

Northumberland

Matfen Hall, Matfen, Newcastle~upon«Tyne.

Stamfordham 212 (383)

Nottinghamshire

Holme Lodge, Julian Road, West Bridgford NGZ 5A0.

Nottingham 869002

Oxfordshire

Greenhill House, Twyford, Banbury. Adderbury 679 (667)

Somerset

Greenhill House, Timsbury, Bath BA3 1E3. Timsbury 70533

St. Michael's, Axbridge, Somerset. Axbridge 358 (204)

Staffordshire

St Anthony’s, Stourbridge Road, Wolverhampton WV4 5N0.

Womburn 3056 (2060)

Surrey

Hart's Leap Children's Home, Hart's Leap Road, Sandhurst,

Camberley. Crowthorne 2599

Hydon Hill, Clock Barn Lane. Hydon Heath, Godalming.

Hascombe 383

Sussex

Heatherley, Effingham Lane, Copthorne, Crawley.

Copthorne 2232/3 (2735)

St Bridget's, The Street, East Preston, Littlehampton.

Rustington 3988 (70755)

Warwickshire

Greenacres, 39 Vesey Road, Sutton Coldfield,

Warwickshire B73 5NR. 021 -354 7753 (7960)

Westmorland

Lake DistriCt CH, Holehird, Windermere. Windermere 2500

(387)

Wiltshire

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham.

Kington Langley 235 (327)

Yorkshire

Alne Hall, Alne, York OEG 73. Tollerton 295

Beechwood, Bryan Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield HD2 2AH.

Huddersfield 29626 (22813)

Champion House, Clara Drive, Calverley, Bradford L828 5P0.

Bradford 612459 (613642)

Kenmore, Whitcliffe Road, Cleckheaton BD19 3DR.

Cleckheaton 2904 (2724)

Marske Hall, Marske—by-the—Sea, Redcar T511 6AA.

Redcar 2672

Mickley Hall, Mickley Lane, Totley, Sheffield S17 4HE.

Sheffield 367936 (365709)

Spofforth Hall, Harrogate HG3 1BX. Spofforth 284 (287)

White Windows, Sowerby Bridge. Halifax 31981 (32173)

HOMES FOR PSYCHIATRIC AFTER-CARE

London

Miraflores, 154 Worple Road, Wimbledon SW 20.

01-946 5058

Gaywood, 30 The Downs, Wimbledon SW 20. 01-946 9493

Nicholas House, 3 Old Nichol Street, Bethnal Green. E 2.

01-739 5165 (9298)

Residents’ Telephone No. in brackets.
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Cheshire Homes in Britain—continued.

‘ MENTALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

‘: Cheshire

The Green, Christleton, Chester. Chester 35503

Dorset

Fairfield House, Lyme Regis. Lyme Regis 2487

Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester.

Dorchester 3403

 

. = Cheshire Homes Overseas

Secretary, 5 Market Mews, London W1Y 8H P.

Tel. 01-499 2267

Argentina

Buenos Aires

Canada

Toronto, Fort Credit (Ontario), Saskatoon

Ceylon

Mt Lavinia, Negombo, Kiala Matale

Chile

Concepcion, Santiago

Eire

Ardeen (Co. Wicklow), Barrett CH (Dublin), O'Dwyer CH

(Co. Mayo), Rathfredagh House, (Co. Limerick),

St Lawrence CH (near Cork), St Patrick's CH

(Co. Carlow)

Ethiopa

Addis Ababa, Asmara (Clinic)

France

Holy Land

Bethlehem

Hong Kong

i Chung Hom Kok (near Stanley)

v‘ India

I, (Office: Ch. Homes India, 18 Nemi Rd. Dehra Dun, U.P.),

1:, Bangalore, Baroda, Bombay, Burnpur, Calcutta.

'3 Coimbatore, Dehra Dun, New Delhi, Jamshedpur,

Katpadi Township, Covelong, Madurai, Mangalore,

Ranchi, Poona

Kenya

Mombasa

Malaysia

l Johore, Kuching (Sarawak), Selangor (Kuala Lumpur)

Mauritius

Tamarin (Floreal)

Morocco

Marrakesh, Tangier

Nigeria

, Oluyole (lbadan), Orlu, Lagos

i Papua and New Guinea

‘ Port Moresby

Philippine Islands

. (Philippines CH lnc. Manila), Sinag-Tala for Men Ouexon

I . City, Sinag—Tala for Women Village Project 8, Ouirino,

l Novaliches, Ouexon City (Sheltered Home)

I 1 Portugal

I

l
l

l

l

l

l

l

 

; Carcavelos

j Sierra Leone

l Bo, Freetown

‘ Singapore

CH Singapore

South Africa

Chatsworth CH (Durban), Queensburgh CH (Natal),

Fairhaven CH, Muizenberg (Cape Province), Port

Elizabeth
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Spain

Las Planas (Barcelona), Masnou (Barcelona)

Thafland

Bangkok, Siri-Wattana CH (Bangkok), Soi Thongpoon

U-thid (Bangkok)

Uganda

Kampala, Tororo, Baluba, Saroti

USA

Madison (New Jersey)

West Indies

Georgetown, Barbados, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago

Overseas Homes include those for crippled and mentally

retarded children, and for burnt-out leprosy cases.

Further information from the Secretary (address and

Telephone No. above).

 

2 Sue Ryder Foundation

Sue Ryder Homes, Cavendish, Suffolk €070 8AZ

Tel: Glemsford 252

Founder: Sue Ryder O.B.E. Charity Reg. No. 222291

Registered as a Charitable Foundation, completely

undenominational and relying on voluntary contributions

and small grants from local authorities, the Foundation was

started by Sue Ryder to bring relief to any who are sick,

lonely, homeless, or in any kind of need. It seeks above all

to render personal service to the survivors as a small

token of remembrance not only to the living, but to the

millions who died and suffered and endured in our common

cause. The Foundation is not restricted to helping only

survivors but is devoted to the relief of suffering on a

wider scale. Thus the work is a living memorial and as such

strives to help adults, children of all ages who are in need,

sick or disabled whoever they may be.

Sue Ryder Homes (United Kingdom)

Cavendish, Suffolk. Hick/eton Hall, Doncaster. (Homes for

disabled of different age groups. Stagenhoe Park, near

Hitchin. (Holiday/permanent home for survivors of the

Resistance and Nazi Concentration Camps and their

children. Also disabled patients).

Sue Ryder Homes (Overseas)

Germany, Grossburgwedel. (8 cottages for families and

single persons).

India, Sue Ryder Medical Aid Foundation, Bangalore.

(Voluntary teams of doctors and nurses). Ryder-Cheshire

International Centre, Dehra Dun, U.P.

Israel, Nathanya. (Homes for girls).

Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Greece. (Individual case work).

Proposed sites in Volos (Greece) and Canea (Crete).

Poland 25 homes. Yugoslavia, 21 homes.

 

3 Mlssmnarles of Charity

This Order founded by Mother Teresa of Calcutta,

numbers over 500 Sisters and 90 Brothers who run a large

number of Homes for the Destitute in many countries of the

world. Enquiries to: Co-Workers of Mother Teresa,

Corbiere, 27 Queen's Avenue, Byfleet, Surrey.

 

4 Order of Charity

A non-denominational and voluntary society working to

bring medical aid to leprosy sufferers in all countries.

A Founder member of the UK. and European Committees of

Anti—Leprosy Organisations. Enquiries to: The Secretary

50 Fitzroy Street, London W1.


